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Vice Chair: Blake Tipton; S.M. Seafoods

Harvest Allocations
Area 2A:
As we have recommended previously, the PAG proposes a 30-day season for area 2A:
March 15-April 15; due to chalky halibut. No comments on harvest recommendation
(820,000 Ib.)

PAG members no longer purchase fish in Area 2A due to incidence of chalky halibut
during the July-August fishery. We recommend a late-winter/early Spring fishery.

PAG members have found that chalkiness increases during late season, and one
processor claimed 13% chalky for 1997. Neah Bay is particularly problematic for
chalkiness during summer fisheries and warrants a small and focused survey.

Total Allocations:

We agree with staff recommendations for conservation, but recommend an increase to
15% above 1997 allocation rather than a 30% increase. Rationale is to adopt a
conservative approach to new setline models recognizing that staff proposals are
conservative interpretations, and to provide for banking of harvest to future seasons.
Total recommended 1998 allocation should be 76.13 million pounds, pro-rated
proportionally among IPHC harvest areas according to staff recommended percentage
increases.

PAG Industry Proposals
Sportfish Harvest
The PAG is unified in the deep concern that the sport harvest in all areas is under-
reported and unmonitored; particularly in Canada. The current efforts to account for
these removals are not acceptable. Canada has no mechanism for accounting for sport
harvest, and efforts by ADF&G could be improved.

We request that the commissioners direct staff to review the analysis of sport harvest and
present an assessment of the technique at the next annual meeting.

Further, the Commissioners should request ADF&G and DFO implement a logbook
accounting for monitoring sport harvest in all charter vessels.
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WRITTEN PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO THE IPHC

Halibut as Customary & Traditional Cuitural Resource of Alaska Natives
Tlingit and Haida Central Council
Recommendation: No Comment.

Amendment to Fishery Regulations
False Pass Fisheries Development Association
Recommendation: No Comment

Increased Allocation to Area 2A
Powder River Tackle Company
Recommendation: No Comment

Allow Retention of Halibut Fillets for Personal Use/Consumption
Kathy Frost; F/V Pelican
Recommendation: No Comment; enforcement issue.

Future Changes to Current Regulations

DFO

Recommendation: This is a "house-keeping" issue and does not require comment at this
time.

Allow Wales and Little Diomede Test Fishery
Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation
Recommendation: The PAG supports this proposal in principle as a developing fishery.

NPFMC Proposalis:
Authorize retention of undersized halibut taken in 4E CDQ fisheries

Recommendation: No Comment

Authorize a three-year trial period for distribution of halibut bycatch to poor
Recommendation: The language of this proposal is broad and vague. No explanation is
provided for details of proposal origin or regulatory references.

The halibut industry has seen this proposal in several iterations. We strongly reject this
proposal on the grounds that the amount of product that could be provided is
insignificant in comparison with the overall bycatch of groundfish, but represents an
unacceptable risk that improperly handled fish could damage the halibut industry.

Halibut delivered as incidental catch to shore-side processors is sorted and stored
unprotected and unprocessed. This catch is subject to severe degradation and poses
the strong possibility of being in less than wholesome condition if offered for distribution
to the public. The salmon industry suffered enormous harm when a single can of salmon
infected with botulism was found in 1981. The halibut industry cannot accept the risk of
a similar occurrence.
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