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The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
publication and its lists do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the International Pacific Halibut Commission 
(IPHC) concerning the legal or development status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 

This work is protected by copyright. Fair use of this material for 
scholarship, research, news reporting, criticism or commentary is 
permitted. Selected passages, tables or diagrams may be reproduced for 
such purposes provided acknowledgment of the source is included. Major 
extracts or the entire document may not be reproduced by any process 
without the written permission of the Executive Director, IPHC. 

The IPHC has exercised due care and skill in the preparation and 
compilation of the information and data set out in this publication. 
Notwithstanding, the IPHC, its employees and advisers, assert all rights 
and immunities, and disclaim all liability, including liability for 
negligence, for any loss, damage, injury, expense or cost incurred by any 
person as a result of accessing, using or relying upon any of the information 
or data set out in this publication, to the maximum extent permitted by law 
including the International Organizations Immunities Act. 

Contact details:  

International Pacific Halibut Commission 
2320 W. Commodore Way, Suite 300 
Seattle, WA, 98199-1287, U.S.A. 
Phone: +1 206 634 1838 
Fax: +1 206 632 2983 
Email: secretariat@iphc.int  
Website: http://www.iphc.int/  
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ACRONYMS 
 
CB  Conference Board 
DFO  Department of Fisheries and Ocean (Canada) 
FISS  Fishery-Independent Setline Survey 
IPHC  International Pacific Halibut Commission 
NOAA  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
RAB  Research Advisory Board 
SB  Spawning Biomass 
SRB  Scientific Review Board 
TCEY  Total Constant Exploitation Yield 
WPUE  Weight Per Unit Effort 

 
 

DEFINITIONS 
A set of working definitions are provided in the IPHC Glossary of Terms and abbreviations:   
https://www.iphc.int/the-commission/glossary-of-terms-and-abbreviations   

 

HOW TO INTERPRET TERMINOLOGY CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT 
This report has been written using the following terms and associated definitions so as to remove ambiguity 

surrounding how particular paragraphs should be interpreted.  

 

Level 1:  RECOMMENDED; RECOMMENDATION; ADOPTED (formal); REQUESTED; ENDORSED; 
ACCEPTED (informal): A conclusion for an action to be undertaken, by a Contracting Party, a subsidiary 
(advisory) body of the Commission and/or the IPHC Secretariat. 

 
Level 2:  AGREED: Any point of discussion from a meeting which the Commission considers to be an agreed course 

of action covered by its mandate, which has not already been dealt with under Level 1 above; a general point 
of agreement among delegations/participants of a meeting which does not need to be elevated in the 
Commission’s reporting structure. 

 
Level 3: NOTED/NOTING; CONSIDERED; URGED; ACKNOWLEDGED: General terms to be used for 

consistency. Any point of discussion from a meeting which the Commission considers to be important enough 
to record in a meeting report for future reference. Any other term may be used to highlight to the reader of an 
IPHC report, the importance of the relevant paragraph. Other terms may be used but will be considered for 
explanatory/informational purposes only and shall have no higher rating within the reporting terminology 
hierarchy than Level 3. 

  

https://www.iphc.int/the-commission/glossary-of-terms-and-abbreviations
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The 98th Session of the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) Interim Meeting (IM098) was 
held in a hybrid format from 30 November to 1 December 2022. A total of 18 members (6 Commissioners; 
12 advisors/experts) attended the Session from the two (2) Contracting Parties, as well as 114 observers. 
The meeting was opened by the Chairperson, Mr Paul Ryall (Canada), who welcomed participants. 
The following are a subset of the complete recommendations and requests for action from the IM098, 
which are provided at Appendix V. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

IPHC Fishery regulations: Proposals for the 2022-23 process 
IM098-Rec.01 (para. 63) The Commission RECOMMENDED that interested stakeholders note the 

deadline for submission of IPHC Fishery Regulation proposals, for consideration at the 
99th Session of the Annual Meeting (AM099), of 24 December 2022. Late proposals will 
not be considered at AM099, but stakeholders may also submit statements up until the 
day before the AM099. More information is available via the updated IPHC website: 
https://iphc.int/the-commission/fishery-regulations/  

REQUESTS 

2023-25 FISS design evaluation 
IM098-Req.01 (para. 32) The Commission REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat consider adding 

the charter region of Portlock back into the 2023 FISS should in-season revenue 
conditions and vessel availability, permit it. Similarly, should in-season conditions be 
favourable, then consider increasing the FISS station count in Regulatory Areas 4B, 4A 
and 2A. 

Management Strategy Evaluation 
IM098-Req.02  (para. 59) The Commission AGREED that it was not yet ready to provide direction to 

the IPHC Secretariat on a set of objectives, performance metrics, or a reduced set of 
Management Procedures for the IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation process and 
REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat present their proposals for focusing the IPHC’s 
MSE efforts at AM099 for consideration.  

IPHC Rules of Procedure: Draft amendments 
IM098-Req.03  (para. 78) The Commission REQUESTED a dedicated time slot be added to the AM099 

agenda, where the Commission will clarify the role and purpose of the MSAB moving 
forward, as well as to explain changes in membership and representation. 

 
In addition, the Commission endorsed the following: 

2023-25 FISS design evaluation 
(para. 31) The Commission ENDORSED an optimized design for the 2023 FISS as provided at Appendix 
IV, that balances the Commissions primary and secondary objectives for the FISS. As with all years, the 
Commission will have an additional opportunity to modify the 2023 FISS design at AM099.  
(para. 34) The Commission tentatively ENDORSED the proposed designs for 2024-25, as provisionally 
endorsed by the Scientific Review Board at SRB021, recognizing that the 2024-25 designs are expected to 
be modified in subsequent years. 
 

  

https://iphc.int/the-commission/fishery-regulations/
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1. OPENING OF THE SESSION 
1. The 98th Session of the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) Interim Meeting (IM098) was 

held in a hybrid format from 30 November to 1 December 2022. A total of 18 members 
(6 Commissioners; 12 advisors/experts) attended the Session from the two (2) Contracting Parties, as 
well as 114 observers. The list of participants is provided at Appendix I. The meeting was opened by the 
Chairperson, Mr Paul Ryall (Canada), who welcomed participants.  

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION 
2. The Commission ADOPTED the Agenda as provided at Appendix II. The documents provided to the 

IM097 are listed in Appendix III.  

2.1 Election of Vice-Chairperson of the Commission 
3. The Commission NOTED that the Vice-Chairperson position role was vacant, and as per Rule 9 of the 

IPHC Rules of Procedure (2022) the Commission is required to elect a new Vice-Chairperson until the 
close of the next Annual Meeting. 

4. NOTING Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure (2022), the Commission called for nominations for the vacant 
position of Vice-Chairperson of the IPHC until the close of the next Annual Meeting. Mr John Kurland 
(U.S.A.) was nominated, seconded, and elected as Vice-Chairperson of the IPHC until the close of the 
next Annual Meeting. 

3. IPHC PROCESS 

3.1 Update on actions arising from the 98th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM098), 2022 
Special Sessions, and intersessional decisions 

5. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-03 which provided an opportunity to consider the 
progress made during the intersessional period in relation to the direct requests for action by the 
Commission during the 98th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM098, January 2022), 2022 Special 
Sessions, and intersessional decisions. 

6. The Commission AGREED to consider and revise as necessary, the actions arising, and for these to be 
combined with any new actions arising from the IM098. 

3.2 Report of the IPHC Secretariat (2022): Draft 
7. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-04 which provided the Commission with a draft 

update on the activities of the IPHC Secretariat in 2022, not already contained within other papers before 
the Commission. 

3.3 2nd IPHC Performance Review (PRIPHC02): Implementation of recommendations 
8. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-05, which provided the Commission with an update 

on the implementation of the recommendations arising from the 2nd Performance Review of the IPHC 
(PRIPHC02). 

9. The Commission NOTED progress has not been made on PRIPHC02-Rec.09: 
PRIPHC02-Rec.09 [modified Commission directive]: “The Commission RECOMMENDED that 
the IPHC Secretariat, in consultation with the Commission, develop minimum data collection 
standards for Pacific halibut by scientific observer programs. The intention would be for the 
Commission to review and approve the minimum standards, and recommend them for 
implementation by domestic agencies.” 

3.4 International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-year program of Integrated Research and Monitoring 
(2022-26) 

10. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-06, which provided the Commission with an 
opportunity to comment and amend the IPHC’s 5-year Program of Integrated Research and Monitoring 
(2022-26) (the Plan). 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-03.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-04.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-05.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-06.pdf
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11. The Commission RECALLED that the intention is to ensure that the new integrated plan is kept as a 
‘living plan’, and is reviewed and updated annually based on the resources available to undertake the 
work of the Commission (e.g. internal and external fiscal resources, collaborations, internal expertise). 
The plan focuses on core responsibilities of the Commission; and any redirection provided by the 
Commission. Each year the SRB may choose to recommend modifications to the current Plan, and that 
any modifications subsequently made would be documented both in the Plan itself, and through reporting 
back to the SRB and then the Commission. 

3.5 Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research Advisory Board (RAB023) 
12. The Commission NOTED the Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research Advisory Board 

(RAB023) (IPHC-2022-RAB023-R) which was held on 28 November 2022. 
13. The Commission NOTED the concern expressed by the RAB023 on the request from ADFG to have 

100% of FISS bycatch revenue taken from fish caught in Alaskan state waters to be provided to ADFG. 

3.6 Reports of the Scientific Review Board (SRB) 
14. The Commission NOTED the Reports of the 20th and 21st Sessions of the IPHC Scientific Review Board 

(SRB020: IPHC-2022-SRB020-R; SRB021: IPHC-2022-SRB021-R) which were presented by the SRB 
Chairperson, Dr Sean Cox. 

4. FISHERY MONITORING 

4.1 Fishery-dependent data overview (2022) 
15. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-07 Rev_1 which provided an overview of the key 

fishery statistics from fisheries catching Pacific halibut during 2022, including the status of landings 
compared to fishery limits implemented by the Contracting Parties of the Commission. 

16. The Commission NOTED the comparatively low cumulative percent attainment and landed catch for all 
Regulatory Areas being observed, combined with anecdotal evidence from harvesters that finding fish 
has been difficult in 2022. 

4.2 Fishery-independent data overview (2022) 

4.2.1 IPHC Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) design and implementation in 2022 
17. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-08 that provided an overview of the IPHC Fishery-

Independent Setline Survey (FISS) design and implementation in 2022. 
18. The Commission RECALLED that the annual IPHC Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) of the 

Pacific halibut stock consists of a standard grid in all IPHC Regulatory Areas, and totals 1,890 stations 
(the full FISS design) (Fig. 1), within the prescribed depth range of 18 to 732 metres (10 to 400 fathoms). 

19. The Commission RECALLED that at the 97th Session of the IPHC Interim Meeting (IM097), the 
Commission recommended a FISS design for 2022 that included 1,188 stations coastwide (Fig. 2). The 
design comprised sampling of subareas within IPHC Regulatory Areas 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B and 
4CDE intended to reduce potential bias (relative to historical observed changes year-to-year) and to 
achieve a level of precision comparable to or better than recent setline surveys. 2022 sampling in IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C included random subsampling from the full design in IPHC charter region 
Ketchikan while sampling in IPHC charter regions Ommaney & Sitka included 100% of the full FISS 
design. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/rab/rab023/iphc-2022-rab023-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/srb/srb020/iphc-2022-srb020-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/srb/srb021/iphc-2022-srb021-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-07.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-08.pdf
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Figure 1.  IPHC Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) with full sampling grid shown.  

 
Figure 2. Map of the 2022 FISS design endorsed by the Commission on 1 December 2021 (IPHC-2021-
IM097-R). Purple circles were not to be sampled in 2022. 

20. The Commission NOTED that as in previous years, all legal-sized (O32) Pacific halibut that were caught 
on FISS stations were retained, and sold. Average price per pound increased from $6.87 in 2021 to $7.72 
in 2022, varying from $5.61 in Regulatory Area 2A to $9.01 in Canada (i.e., Regulatory Area 2B). 
However, actual catch was significantly lower than predicted catch, mainly owing to low catches in 

https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/97th-session-of-the-iphc-interim-meeting-im097
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/97th-session-of-the-iphc-interim-meeting-im097
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Regulatory Area 3A (actual catch representing only 54% of predicted catch), resulting in only 
$3,194,874.77 in total Pacific halibut sales in 2022. 

21. The Commission NOTED that sub-legal (U32) Pacific halibut that were caught and randomly selected 
for otolith sampling were also retained and sold, as has been the case since 2020. This helps to offset 
costs of the FISS. FISS vessels also retained for sale incidentally captured rockfish (Sebastes spp.) and 
Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus). These species were retained because they rarely survive the 
barotrauma resulting from capture. Most vessel contracts provided the vessel a lump sum payment, along 
with a 10% share of the Pacific halibut proceeds and a 50% share of the incidental catch proceeds. 

22. The Commission NOTED that the 2022 FISS chartered 8 commercial longline vessels (four Canadian 
and four USA) during a combined 49 trips and 513 charter days. Otoliths were removed from 10,308 fish 
coastwide. Approximately 188 tonnes (414,000 pounds) of Pacific halibut, 31 tonnes (69,200 pounds) of 
Pacific cod, and 32 tonnes (71,400 pounds) of rockfish were landed from the FISS stations. 

23. The Commission NOTED that the interactive views of the 2022 FISS results (including all prior years) 
were made publicly available via the IPHC website on 31 October 2022:  
https://www.iphc.int/data/setline-survey-catch-per-unit-effort.  

5. STOCK STATUS OF PACIFIC HALIBUT (2022) AND HARVEST DECISION TABLE (2023) 

5.1 Space-time modelling of survey data 
24. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-09 Rev_1 that provided the results of the 2022 

space-time modelling of Pacific halibut survey data for the period 1993-2022 (including data from several 
fishery-independent surveys). 

25. The Commission NOTED Figure 3 which shows the time series estimates of O32 WPUE (most 
comparable to fishery catch-rates) over the 1993-2022 period included in the 2022 space-time modelling.  
Overall, there was an estimated decrease of 18% in the coastwide O32 WPUE index from 2021, due 
largely to a 28% decrease in in Region 3 (Fig. 3). 

 
Figure 3. Space-time model output for O32 WPUE for 1993-2022 for Biological Regions. Filled circles 
denote the posterior means of O32 WPUE for each year. Shaded regions show posterior 95% credible 
intervals, which provide a measure of uncertainty: the wider the shaded interval, the greater the uncertainty in 
the estimate. Numeric values in the lower left-hand corners are estimates of the change in mean O32 WPUE 
from 2021 to 2022. 

https://www.iphc.int/data/setline-survey-catch-per-unit-effort
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-09.pdf
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5.2 2023-25 FISS design evaluation 
26. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-10 which proposed designs for the IPHC’s Fishery-

Independent Setline Survey (FISS) for the 2023-25 period, and an evaluation of those designs, as 
reviewed and endorsed by the Scientific Review Board in September 2022 (SRB021). 

27. The Commission RECALLED that the priority of an optimised FISS sampling design is to maintain or 
enhance data quality (precision and bias) by establishing minimum sampling requirements in terms of 
station count, station distribution and skates per station. Potential considerations that could add to or 
modify the design are logistics and cost (secondary design layer), and FISS removals (impact on the 
stock), data collection assistance for specific Contracting Party agencies, and IPHC policies (tertiary 
design layer). These priorities are outlined in Table 1. 

28. The Commission RECALLED that the addition of stations beyond those required to meet minimum bias 
and maximum variance targets, whether for logistical or revenue/expense purposes, also provide a 
scientific benefit in that year and in subsequent years in the form of increased precision, reduced potential 
for bias and increased biological sampling. 

29. The Commission NOTED that the 2022 coastwide coefficient of variation (CV) is under 5% for O32 and 
all sizes WPUE indices, and at 5% for the all-sizes NPUE index. 

30. The Commission NOTED that: 
a) the choice of numbers of skates per station is made to help ensure that the secondary objective of 

long-term revenue neutrality is met, and accounts for differences in cost due to the relationship 
between number of skates and number of stations that can be fished per day; 

b) a low proportion of FISS stations are ineffective due to whale depredation, and the effect of this 
loss of data on the variance of estimates is minor; 

c) a <15% target range for the CV at the IPHC Regulatory Area level of WPUE and NPUE indices 
was chosen in order to maintain the precision of the estimated indices within historical levels. CVs 
are lower than 10% within IPHC Regulatory Areas 2B, 2C, 3A, 3B, and 4CDE, but the sampling 
required to decrease the CV further in other IPHC Regulatory Areas would present considerable 
logistical challenges. 

Table 1. Prioritization of FISS objectives and corresponding design layers. 

Priority Objective Design Layer 

Primary 
Sample Pacific halibut for stock 

assessment and stock distribution 
estimation. 

Minimum sampling requirements in terms of: 
• Station distribution; 
• Station count; 
• Skates per station. 

Secondary Long-term revenue neutrality. Logistics and cost: operational feasibility and 
cost/revenue neutrality. 

Tertiary 
Minimize removals, and assist others 

where feasible on a cost-recovery 
basis. 

Removals: minimize impact on the stock while 
meeting primary priority; 
Assist: assist others to collect data on a cost-
recovery basis; 
IPHC policies: ad-hoc decisions of the 
Commission regarding the FISS design. 

31. The Commission ENDORSED an optimized design for the 2023 FISS as provided at Appendix IV, that 
balances the Commissions primary and secondary objectives for the FISS. As with all years, the 
Commission will have an additional opportunity to modify the 2023 FISS design at AM099.  

32. The Commission REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat consider adding the charter region of Portlock 
back into the 2023 FISS should in-season revenue conditions and vessel availability, permit it. Similarly, 
should in-season conditions be favourable, then consider increasing the FISS station count in Regulatory 
Areas 4B, 4A and 2A. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-10.pdf
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33. The Commission NOTED the United States’ interest in ensuring all IPHC Regulatory Areas would have 
some level of sampling, and NOTED its intent to consider additional funding to finance stations in 
Regulatory Areas 4A, 4B and 2A, totalling an approximate US$114,000.  

34. The Commission tentatively ENDORSED the proposed designs for 2024-25, as provisionally endorsed 
by the Scientific Review Board at SRB021, recognizing that the 2024-25 designs are expected to be 
modified in subsequent years. 
Cost and revenue  

35. The Commission RECALLED that FISS design projections for 2023 are based on a 5% decline in catch 
rates and a 5% decline in price relative to 2022. 

36. The Commission NOTED that the estimated revenue figures should be considered with a +/- of 
~$500,000 given stock abundance and price uncertainty. 

37. The Commission AGREED that the FISS should continue to target long-term revenue neutrality, and 
given the challenges facing the fishery in 2023, a more precautionary design is desirable for 2023. 

38. The Commission NOTED that providing the SRB with revenue neutral designs for consideration at their 
June and September meetings would be challenging, given current year FISS costs and revenue are still 
being determined in September and October of each year. Efforts would be made however to provide 
very approximate calculations of in-season calculations. 

39. The Commission AGREED that the FISS is facing increasing cost and logistical challenges, and 
consideration be given to rethinking how the FISS is designed and implemented . This may include 
consideration of the need for annually updated data for stock assessment input and stock distribution 
estimation, standardization amendments (e.g. incorporation of snap-gear, modification of number of 
skates, implementation of electronic monitoring in lieu of at-sea technicians, etc.), and the implications 
for management of any such design changes. 

40. The Commission NOTED that the Secretariat will continue to meet with FISS stakeholders to discuss 
potential amendments to the FISS to help reduce financial and logistical challenges. 

41. The Commission ACKNOWLEDGED that supplementary funding may be needed to sustain the FISS 
moving forward if no changes are made to the FISS design and implementation, whether it be from 
external bodies or from Contracting Parties. 
2023 FISS bid specifications and tenders 

42. The Commission NOTED that the IPHC Secretariat will be soliciting tenders for the 2023 FISS in 
December 2022 (with tenders due on 3 February 2023), and that tender specifications would incorporate 
standard wording for amendments that the Commission may make at any time prior to the FISS season 
commencing. The Secretariat will welcome bids from both fixed-gear and snap-gear vessels. The tender 
process follows standard U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) guidelines, and is available on the 
IPHC website for transparency and accountability purposes. 

5.3 Data overview and preliminary stock assessment (2022), and draft harvest decision table 
(2023) 

43. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-11 Rev_1 which provided an opportunity to 
consider the results of the 2022 IPHC stock assessment for Pacific halibut within the Convention Area, 
including a summary of data sources used, as well as stock projections and the draft harvest decision  
table for 2023. 

44. The Commission NOTED that:  
a) the 2022 stock assessment represented a full analysis and review, following updates in 2020 and 

2021; 
b) improvements included: assessment model software updates, treatment of natural mortality for very 

young (ages 0-2) fish, data weighting of composition data based on actual sampling designs, and 
estimation of natural mortality in the Areas-As-Fleets short model in the same manner as in the two 
(2) long time-series models); 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-11.pdf
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c) the current trend in population distribution (measured via the modelled FISS catch in weight of all 
Pacific halibut) showed a sharp drop in Biological Region 3 after increases in 2020 and 2021. This 
corresponds to an increase in all other Biological Regions; 

d) stock distribution has shifted over 2019-2022 period. After steady increases from 2019 through-2021 
in Biological Region 3, in 2022 the proportion of the coastwide stock dropped in Region 3 with 
concurrent increases observed in Biological Regions 2 and 4.  

45. The Commission NOTED that 2022 data showed: 
a) low catch rates observed in the FISS, both in numbers of Pacific halibut (down 8% from 2021) and 

weight per unit of effort (WPUE) for Pacific halibut over 32 inches, which was down 19% coastwide 
from 2021, and was the lowest since 1993. The coastwide WPUE in the commercial fishery was also 
the lowest over the 1993-2022 period; 

b) that the FISS and Commercial fishery encountered the 2012 year-class in the greatest numbers of any 
cohort currently in the population, which represents a substantial shift away from the 2005 and older 
year classes, that have been dominant cohorts in previous years; 

c) increasing trends continued weight-at-age for younger fish (<14 years).  
46. The Commission NOTED that the spawning biomass is estimated to have decreased since 2016 and 

remained nearly constant from 2021-2022 despite a shift from older to younger fish.  
47. The Commission NOTED that change in natural mortality, from the previously assumed value of 0.15 

to an estimated value of to 0.21 in the short Areas-As-Fleets model, and its effect on the full ensemble, 
resulted in lower historical estimates of fishing intensity, including an estimate of F51% for 2022 
compared to F43% estimated last year.  

48. The Commission NOTED that the reference level of fishing intensity (F43%) is estimated to result in a 
coastwide TCEY of 52.0 million pounds for 2023, which is above both the three-year surplus production 
that is projected to stabilize the stock at the current spawning biomass (43.0 million pounds) and the 
status quo coastwide TCEY set for 2022 (41.2 million pounds). All TCEYs projected to be in excess of 
43.0 million pounds resulted in a high probability of further stock decline.  

49. The Commission NOTED several risks to the stock that are not included in the harvest decision table, 
including: the current low absolute stock abundance relative to recent history, historically low catch rates 
in the FISS and directed commercial fishery, and the high reliance of growth and maturity of the 2012 
year-class for near-term projections.  

50. The Commission NOTED that detailed mortality projections for 2023 will be provided in January 2023, 
pending revised non-directed discard mortality estimates and guidance from the Commission on TCEY 
distribution methods. 

6. BIOLOGICAL & ECOSYSTEM SCIENCES – PROJECT UPDATES 
51. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-12 that provided the Commission with a description 

of the biological and ecosystem science research projects conducted and planned by the IPHC Secretariat 
and contemplated within the Five-year Program of Integrated Research and Monitoring (2022-26). 

52. The Commission NOTED the primary biological research activities at IPHC that follow Commission 
objectives are identified and described in the IPHC Five-Year Program of Integrated Research and 
Monitoring (2022-26). These activities are summarized in five broad research areas designed to provide 
inputs into stock assessment (SA) and the management strategy evaluation (MSE) processes, as follows: 
a) Migration and Population Dynamics. Studies are aimed at improving current knowledge of Pacific 

halibut migration and population dynamics throughout all life stages in order to achieve a complete 
understanding of stock structure and distribution across the entire distribution range of Pacific halibut 
in the North Pacific Ocean and the biotic and abiotic factors that influence it. 

b) Reproduction. Studies are aimed at providing information on the sex ratio of the commercial catch 
and to improve current estimates of maturity and fecundity. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-12.pdf
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c) Growth. Studies are aimed at describing the role of factors responsible for the observed changes in 
size-at-age and at evaluating growth and physiological condition in Pacific halibut.  

d) Mortality and Survival Assessment. Studies are aimed at providing updated estimates of discard 
mortality rates in the guided recreational fisheries and at evaluating methods for reducing mortality 
of Pacific halibut. 

e) Fishing Technology. Studies are aimed at developing methods that involve modifications of fishing 
gear with the purpose of reducing Pacific halibut mortality due to depredation and bycatch.  

53. The Commission NOTED the progress that the IPHC Secretariat has made in the five key research areas 
contemplated in the IPHC 5-Year Program of Integrated Research and Monitoring (2022-26). 

54. The Commission NOTED the generation of genomic resources that are already being applied to ongoing 
analyses of population genomic structure through low-coverage whole genome resequencing.  

55. The Commission NOTED the work that the IPHC Secretariat is conducting on revising maturity 
schedules by histological analyses at a coastwide level as a key input in future stock assessments. 

56. The Commission CONSIDERED the fishing technology studies and expressed a number of differing 
views regarding their relevance to the IPHC’s core mandate.  

7. MANAGEMENT STRATEGY EVALUATION 

7.1 IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update 
57. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-13 Rev_1, that describes the MSE framework, size 

limit and multi-year assessment management procedures, and simulation results. 
58. That the Commission ACKNOWLEDGED that the IPHC’s MSE Operating Model has been thoroughly 

reviewed by the SRB and is performing well for evaluating management procedures, noting that further 
adjustments may be made, at the request of the Commission, to align with the stock assessment (i.e. 
conditioning to updated stock assessment outputs). 

59. The Commission AGREED that it was not yet ready to provide direction to the IPHC Secretariat on a 
set of objectives, performance metrics, or a reduced set of Management Procedures for the IPHC 
Management Strategy Evaluation process and REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat present their 
proposals for focusing the IPHC’s MSE efforts at AM099 for consideration.  

60. The Commission NOTED the following points of interest raised during the discussion of paper IPHC-
2022-IM098-13 Rev_1: 
a) Objectives: It was suggested by a Commissioner that the priority objectives be presented in the 

following order of importance: maintain a threshold of 20% relative spawning biomass, target a long-
term relative spawning biomass to be on average above a defined reference point; optimize the 
coastwide TCEY; and limit the average annual variability (AAV) in the TCEY. The terminology 
used to describe objectives and performance metrics may need to be improved by suggestions of the 
Contracting Parties; 

b) Performance Metrics: Depending on how a target relative spawning biomass objective is defined, it 
was suggested by an individual Commissioner to report the probability that the relative spawning 
biomass, rather than a pass/fail result. It was also suggested that reporting about the four (4) 
Performance Metrics could be improved by reporting the 25th and 75th percentiles along with the 
median, or graphically displaying the performance metrics in a way to convey the range of outcomes.; 

c) Management Procedures: The IPHC Secretariat requested its efforts be focused on a reduced set of 
MPs to move forward with as part of further testing and for presentation to the Commission at 
AM099. The Secretariat also seeks input on whether the current means to provide MSE results is 
reasonable and adequate. Noting that no direction was provided, no additional testing would be 
undertaken prior to AM099 and the Commission would consider the information currently available. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-13.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-13.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-13.pdf
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61. The Commission NOTED that:  
a) for all management procedures evaluated, the long-term relative spawning biomass passed both 

spawning biomass objectives for all MPs and was more often above the target for SPR values ranging 
between 40% and 46%; 

b) removal of a size limit results in a 3.7% increase, on average, for the short-term median coastwide 
TCEY and a 2.7% increase, on average, for the long-term median coastwide TCEY when reducing 
the size limit for directed commercial fisheries to 26 inches; 

c) without a size limit for the directed commercial fishery, landings of O32 fish would likely decline 
while U32 landings would likely increase, and the trade-off is dependent on population characteristics 
such as incoming recruitment and size-at-age; 

d) without a size limit for the directed commercial fishery, short-term coastwide directed commercial 
fishery discard mortality would decline by, on average, 78%, from 0.76 Mlbs to 0.16 Mlbs on 
average; 

e) for the directed commercial fishery without a size limit to maintain equal value to the fishery with a 
32-inch size limit, the price of U32 fish would have to be at least one-half the price of O32 fish, on 
average, and this equal value price ratio would most likely range between zero and one, depending 
on stock conditions; 

f) a biennial assessment frequency with an empirical rule using FISS observations in non-assessment 
years shows similar results to an annual assessment; 

g) a triennial assessment frequency with an empirical rule using FISS observations in non-assessment 
years shows a similar short-term median TCEY along with a significant reduction in inter-annual 
variability of the TCEY and would align with the current full assessment schedule; 

h) costs and benefits associated with multi-year assessments include those listed in Section 5.2.3 of 
paper IPHC-2022-IM098-13 Rev_1. 

8. IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: PROPOSALS FOR THE 2022-23 PROCESS 
62. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-14, that provided the Commission with an 

indication of the IPHC Fishery Regulation proposals, which the IPHC Secretariat, Contracting Parties, 
and other stakeholders have submitted or indicated they anticipate submitting, for consideration by the 
Commission in the 2022-23 regulatory process. 

63. The Commission RECOMMENDED that interested stakeholders note the deadline for submission of 
IPHC Fishery Regulation proposals, for consideration at the 99th Session of the Annual Meeting 
(AM099), of 24 December 2022. Late proposals will not be considered at AM099, but stakeholders may 
also submit statements up until the day before the AM099. More information is available via the updated 
IPHC website: https://iphc.int/the-commission/fishery-regulations/  

64. The Commission NOTED that the IPHC Secretariat and the relevant Contracting Party agencies intend 
to coordinate a joint review of regulatory proposals, with the aim of identifying and resolving issues and 
clarifying draft regulatory language in advance of AM099. 

8.1 IPHC Secretariat fishery regulation proposals 

8.1.1 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) 
65. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA1, that provides the Commission with an 

opportunity to recall the format of the IPHC Fishery Regulations: Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5), 
to be populated at AM099. 

8.1.2 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Commercial Fishing Periods (Sect. 9) 
66. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA2, that provides the Commission with an 

opportunity to recall the format of the IPHC Pacific Halibut Fishery Regulations: Commercial Fishing 
Periods (Sect. 9), to be filled at AM099. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-13.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-14.pdf
https://iphc.int/the-commission/fishery-regulations/
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propa1.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propa2.pdf
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8.1.3 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Fishing Period Limits (Sect 14) & Licensing Vessels for IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2A (Sect. 15) – Accommodation of the transition of management in the 
IPHC Regulatory Area 2A 

67. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA3, that proposed amendments to 
accommodate the transition of management in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A from the IPHC to the PFMC 
and NOAA Fisheries (Sect. 14 & 15). 

8.1.4 IPHC Fishery Regulations: minor amendments 
68. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA4, that proposed amendments to ensure 

clarity and consistency in the IPHC Fishery Regulations. 

8.2 Contracting Party fishery regulation proposals 

8.2.1 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut – IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (Sect. 29) - Charter Management 
Measures in IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C and 3A 

69. The Commission NOTED an indication of expected paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropB1, that would 
propose charter management measures reflective of fishery limits for the recreational fisheries in IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C and 3A. This proposal was deferred until AM099. 

8.2.2 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2B (Sect. 28) - Daily bag limit in IPHC Regulatory Area 2B 

70. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropB2, that proposed the daily bag limit of up to 
three fish per day per person in the recreational fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2B. 

8.2.3 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (Sect. 29) - Onboard consumption 

71. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropB3, that proposed adding flexibility to existing 
recreational (sport) Pacific halibut fishing regulations in Alaska Regulatory Areas and allow limited 
consumption of recreationally-caught Pacific halibut on board charter vessels and pleasure craft, while 
retaining existing regulations that provide effective enforcement of daily bag limits and possession limits. 

8.3 Stakeholder fishery regulation proposals 

8.3.1 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (Sect. 29) - Processing Pacific halibut for 
eating and preservation 

72. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropC1 Rev_1, that proposed amendments to 
include an exception that allows recreational fishermen in Alaska Regulatory Areas who do not return to 
port each day to process Pacific halibut for eating and/or preservation, subject to measures to facilitate 
enforcement of the applicable daily bag limits (Proposal No. 1); or exclude preserved and consumed on 
board fish from applicable possession limits (Proposal No. 2); or create a narrow exception that allows 
for limited processing of a single fish per day for consumption only (Proposal No. 3). 

8.3.2 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) - TCEY floor in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2A 

73. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-PropC2, that proposed amendments to include a 
constant TCEY floor in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A. 

8.4 Stakeholder statements 
74. The Commission NOTED that no statements on IPHC fishery Regulations or published regulatory 

proposals from stakeholders (IPHC-2022-IM098-INF01) were submitted to the IPHC Secretariat prior to 
the IM098. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propa3.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propa4.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propb2.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propb3.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propc1.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-propc2.pdf
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9. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

9.1 IPHC Rules of Procedure: Draft amendments 
75. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-15, which proposed amendments to the IPHC Rules 

of Procedure (2022). The proposed revisions incorporate process and functional amendments intended to 
further modernise the IPHC’s governance procedures for some of its subsidiary bodies. 

76. The Commission AGREED that the MSAB should be focused on the technical aspects of the MSE 
process and should not discuss or propose allocation perspectives.  

77. The Commission AGREED that it would provide additional suggestions for improvement prior to the 
FAC099 document deadline of 24 December 2022, including a potential refocus of the mandate of the 
MSAB, and composition and representation, with the overall aim of improving the effectiveness and 
focus of the MSAB. 

78. The Commission REQUESTED a dedicated time slot be added to the AM099 agenda, where the 
Commission will clarify the role and purpose of the MSAB moving forward, as well as to explain changes 
in membership and representation. 

9.2 FY2022 Independent auditing process 
79. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-16, which provided the Commission with the 

process for completion of the Independent External Auditors Report for FY2022, as per Regulation 14 of 
the IPHC Financial Regulations (2021). 

9.3 FY2023 Budget update 
80. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-IM098-17, which provided the Commission with an update 

on the FY2023 budget (financial period: 1 October 2022 to 30 September 2023), including potential 
modifications based on the 2023 FISS sampling design. 

81. The Commission NOTED the intention of the IPHC Secretariat to propose a revised FY2023 budget 
(financial period: 1 October 2022 to 30 September 2023) at the FAC099 to accommodate the final 2023 
FISS design to be implemented, noting that there will be no change in the Contracting Party contributions 
due for FY2023. 

82. The Commission NOTED the United States of America’s intent to consider additional funding to finance 
the adopted 2023 FISS design, an approximate US$114,000. 

10. OTHER BUSINESS 

10.1 Preparation for 99th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM099) and associated 
subsidiary bodies 

83. The Commission RECALLED that the 99th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM099) will be held 
in-person from 23-27 January 2023, at the Fairmont Empress in Victoria, BC, Canada. 

84. The Commission NOTED that information concerning the meeting, including electronic versions of 
documents to be considered, will be published on the meeting webpages as they become available, but 
no later than 30 days prior to the commencement of each meeting, in accordance with Rule 8.4 of the 
IPHC Rules of Procedure (2022), as follows: 

• 99th Session of the IPHC Finance and Administration Committee (FAC099): Deadline 
24 December 2022; 

• 99th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM099): Deadline 24 December 2022; 

• 28th Session of the IPHC Processor Advisory Board (PAB028): Deadline 25 December 2022; 

• 93rd Session of the IPHC Conference Board (CB093): Deadline 25 December 2022. 
85. The Commission NOTED the request from the IPHC Secretariat for all those who wish to attend the 

AM099 and associated subsidiary bodies, to register for each meeting as needed. In particular, as this is 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-15.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-16.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-17.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/99th-session-of-the-iphc-finance-and-administration-committee-fac099
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/99th-session-of-the-iphc-annual-meeting-am099
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/28th-session-of-the-iphc-processor-advisory-board-pab028
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/93rd-session-of-the-iphc-conference-board-cb093
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the first year the IPHC Secretariat will be fully administering the meeting, all PAB participants are 
required to submit an accreditation form via the meeting page for re-verification of eligibility in 
accordance with the IPHC Rules of Procedure (2022). 

10.2 Preparations for the 100th year of the IPHC 
86. The Commission RECALLED that the 100th year of the IPHC will commence on 21 October 2023, with 

the IPHC turning 100 on 21 October 2024. 

11. REVIEW OF THE DRAFT AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 97TH SESSION OF THE 
IPHC INTERIM MEETING (IM097) 

87. The report of the 98th Session of the IPHC Interim Meeting (IPHC-2022-IM098-R) was ADOPTED via 
correspondence on 16 December 2022, including the consolidated set of recommendations and requests 
arising from IM098, provided at Appendix V.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fsBjyPWbxkeEbB-2QSroqW4BVZ7YrrVKmVvo67HZDftUQkwwNkpWVVA2WFBJNEc2V0JETDgzWDE4UC4u
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/98th-session-of-the-iphc-interim-meeting-im098
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APPENDIX II 
AGENDA FOR THE 98TH SESSION OF THE IPHC INTERIM MEETING (IM098) 

 
Date: 30 November – 1 December 2022 

Location: Electronic 
Venue: Adobe Connect 

Time: 09:00-17:00 (PST) daily 
Chairperson: Mr Paul Ryall (Canada) 

Vice-Chairperson: Mr Jon Kurland (USA) 
 

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION (Chairperson) 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION (Chairperson & 
Executive Director) 
2.1 Election of Vice-Chairperson of the Commission (Chairperson) 

3. IPHC PROCESS (D. Wilson) 
3.1 Update on actions arising from the 98th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM098), 2022 

Special Sessions, and intersessional decisions (D. Wilson) 
3.2 Report of the IPHC Secretariat (2022): Draft (D. Wilson & B. Hutniczak) 
3.3 2nd IPHC Performance Review (PRIPHC02): Implementation of recommendations (D. Wilson)  
3.4 International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-year program of Integrated Research and 

Monitoring (2022-26) (D. Wilson, J. Planas, I. Stewart, A. Hicks, R. Webster, B. Hutniczak, & 
J. Jannot) 

3.5 Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research Advisory Board (RAB023) (D. Wilson, J. 
Planas) 

3.6 Reports of the IPHC Scientific Review Board (SRB Chairperson) 

4. FISHERY MONITORING 
4.1 Fishery-dependent data overview (2022) (J. Jannot) 
4.2 Fishery-independent data overview (2022) 

4.2.1 IPHC Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) design and implementation in 2022 (K. 
Ualesi) 

5. STOCK STATUS OF PACIFIC HALIBUT (2022) AND HARVEST DECISION TABLE 2023 
5.1 Space-time modelling of survey data (R. Webster) 
5.2 2023-25 FISS design evaluation (R. Webster) 
5.3 Data overview and preliminary stock assessment (2022), and draft harvest decision table (2023) 

(I. Stewart, A. Hicks, R. Webster, D. Wilson, & B. Hutniczak) 

6. BIOLOGICAL AND ECOSYSTEM SCIENCES – PROJECT UPDATES 
6.1 Report on Current and Future Biological and Ecosystem Science Research Activities (J. Planas) 

7. MANAGEMENT STRATEGY EVALUATION 
7.1 IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update (A. Hicks) 

8. IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: PROPOSALS FOR THE 2022-23 PROCESS 
8.1 IPHC Secretariat fishery regulation proposals (B. Hutniczak) 
8.2 Contracting Party fishery regulation proposals (Contracting Parties) 
8.3 Stakeholder fishery regulation proposals (Stakeholders) 
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8.4 Stakeholder statements (B. Hutniczak) 

9. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
9.1 IPHC Rules of Procedure: amendments for 2023 (D. Wilson) 
9.2 FY2022 Independent auditing process (D. Wilson, A. Keikkala) 
9.3 FY2023 Budget update (D. Wilson, A. Keikkala) 

10. OTHER BUSINESS 
10.1 Preparation for the 99th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM099) and associated subsidiary 

bodies (D. Wilson) 

11. REVIEW OF THE DRAFT AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 98th SESSION OF 
THE IPHC INTERIM MEETING (IM098) (Chairperson & Executive Director) 
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APPENDIX III 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS FOR THE 98TH SESSION OF THE IPHC INTERIM MEETING (IM098) 

Document Title Availability 

IPHC-2022-IM098-01 Agenda & Schedule for the 98th Session of the IPHC 
Interim Meeting (IM098) 

 16 Aug 2022 
 21 Sept 2022 
 25 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-02 List of Documents for the 98th Session of the IPHC 
Interim Meeting (IM098) 

 21 Sept 2022 
 28 Oct 2022 
 28 Nov 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-03 
Update on actions arising from the 98th Session of the 
IPHC Annual Meeting (AM098), 2022 Special Sessions, 
and intersessional decisions (D. Wilson) 

 24 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-04 Report of the IPHC Secretariat (2022): Draft (D. Wilson 
& B. Hutniczak)  25 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-05 Implementation of the Recommendations from the 2nd 
IPHC Performance Review (PRIPHC02) (D. Wilson)  24 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-06 

International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-Year 
program of integrated research and monitoring (2022-
26) (D. Wilson, J. Planas, I. Stewart, A. Hicks, 
B. Hutniczak, R. Webster, & J. Jannot) 

 24 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-07 
Rev_1 

Fisheries data overview (2022): Preliminary statistics 
(J. Jannot, H. Tran, T. Kong, K. Magrane & K. Sawyer 
van Vleck) 

 25 Oct 2022 
 9 Nov 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-08 
IPHC Fishery-independent setline survey (FISS) design 
and implementation in 2022 (K. Ualesi, C. Jones, 
R. Rillera & T. Jack) 

 26 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-09 
Rev_1 Space-time modelling of survey data (R.A. Webster) 

 26 Oct 2022 
 9 Nov 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-10 2023-25 FISS Design evaluation (R. Webster & 
D. Wilson)  26 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-11 
Rev_1 

Summary of the data, stock assessment, and harvest 
decision table for Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus 
stenolepis) at the end of 2022 (I. Stewart, A. Hicks, 
R. Webster, & D. Wilson) 

 21 Oct 2022 
 23 Nov 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-12 Report on Current and Future Biological and Ecosystem 
Science Research Activities (J. Planas)  24 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-13 
Rev_1 

IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation and Harvest 
Strategy Policy: FOR DECISION (A. Hicks, I. Stewart 
& D. Wilson) 

 27 Oct 2022 
 18 Nov 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-14 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Proposals for the 2022-23 
process (B. Hutniczak)  28 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-15 IPHC Rules of Procedure – Draft amendments 
(D. Wilson & A. Hicks)  25 Oct 2022 



IPHC-2022-IM098-R 

Page 27 of 30 

IPHC-2022-IM098-16 FY2022 Independent auditing process (D. Wilson & 
A. Keikkala)  25 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-17 FY2023 Budget - update (D. Wilson & A. Keikkala)  25 Oct 2022 

IPHC Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC Secretariat Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA1 Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) (IPHC 
Secretariat)  25 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA2 Commercial Fishing Periods (Sect. 9) (IPHC 
Secretariat) 

 25 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA3 

Fishing Period Limits (Sect 14) & Licensing Vessels for 
IPHC Regulatory Area 2A (Sect. 15) – Accommodation 
of the transition of management in the IPHC Regulatory 
Area 2A 

 26 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropA4 IPHC Fishery Regulations: minor amendments (IPHC 
Secretariat)  25 Oct 2022 

Contracting Party Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropB1 

Recreational (sport) fishing for Pacific halibut—IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2c, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 4e (Sect. 29) 
- Charter Management Measures in IPHC Regulatory 
Areas 2C and 3A (USA: NOAA-Fisheries) 

Deferred to 
AM098 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropB2 
Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2B – Daily bag limit in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2B (Sect. 28) (Canada: DFO) 

 28 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropB3 
Recreational (sport) fishing for Pacific halibut—IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2c, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 4e (Sect. 29) 
– Onboard consumption (USA: NOAA-Fisheries) 

 25 Oct 2022 

Other Stakeholder Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropC1 
Rev_1 

Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E 
(Sect. 29) - Processing Pacific halibut for eating and 
preservation (J. Fields) 

 30 Aug 2022 
 6 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-PropC2 Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) - TCEY floor in 
IPHC Regulatory Area 2A  28 Oct 2022 

Reports from IPHC subsidiary bodies 

IPHC-2022-SRB020-R Report of the 20th Session of the IPHC Scientific 
Review Board (SRB020)  16 Jun 2022 

IPHC-2022-SRB021-R Report of the 21st Session of the IPHC Scientific 
Review Board (SRB021)  22 Sept 2022 

IPHC-2022-MSAB017-R Report of the 17th Session of the IPHC Management 
Strategy Advisory Board (MSAB017)  20 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-RAB023-R Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research 
Advisory Board (RAB023)  28 Nov 2022 

IPHC-2022-FAC098-R Report of the 98th Session of the IPHC Finance and 
Administration Committee (FAC098)  25 Jan 2022 
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IPHC-2022-PAB027-R Report of the 27th Session of the IPHC Processor 
Advisory Board (PAB027)  27 Jan 2022 

IPHC-2022-CB092-R Report of the 92nd Session of the IPHC Conference 
Board (CB092)  27 Jan 2022 

Information papers 

IPHC-2022-IM098-INF01 Stakeholder Statements on IPHC Fishery Regulation 
proposals (B. Hutniczak) None received 

IPHC-2022-IM098-INF02 The IPHC mortality projection tool for 2023 mortality 
limits (I. Stewart)  19 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-INF03 Transition of management in the IPHC Regulatory Area 
2A: outreach material (IPHC Secretariat)  28 Oct 2022 
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APPENDIX IV 
ENDORSED - OPTIMIZED FISS DESIGN FOR 2023 
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APPENDIX V 
CONSOLIDATED SET OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS OF THE 98TH SESSION OF THE 

IPHC INTERIM MEETING (IM098) (30 NOVEMBER – 1 DECEMBER 2022) 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

IPHC Fishery regulations: Proposals for the 2022-23 process 
IM098-Rec.01 (para. 63) The Commission RECOMMENDED that interested stakeholders note the 

deadline for submission of IPHC Fishery Regulation proposals, for consideration at the 99th 
Session of the Annual Meeting (AM099), of 24 December 2022. Late proposals will not be 
considered at AM099, but stakeholders may also submit statements up until the day before 
the AM099. More information is available via the updated IPHC website: 
https://iphc.int/the-commission/fishery-regulations/  

 

REQUESTS 

2023-25 FISS design evaluation 
IM098-Req.01 (para. 32) The Commission REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat consider adding the 

charter region of Portlock back into the 2023 FISS should in-season revenue conditions and 
vessel availability, permit it. Similarly, should in-season conditions be favourable, then 
consider increasing the FISS station count in Regulatory Areas 4B, 4A and 2A. 

Management Strategy Evaluation 
IM098-Req.02  (para. 59) The Commission AGREED that it was not yet ready to provide direction to the 

IPHC Secretariat on a set of objectives, performance metrics, or a reduced set of 
Management Procedures for the IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation process and 
REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat present their proposals for focusing the IPHC’s 
MSE efforts at AM099 for consideration.  

IPHC Rules of Procedure: Draft amendments 
IM098-Req.03  (para. 78) The Commission REQUESTED a dedicated time slot be added to the AM099 

agenda, where the Commission will clarify the role and purpose of the MSAB moving 
forward, as well as to explain changes in membership and representation. 

 

https://iphc.int/the-commission/fishery-regulations/
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