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The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
publication and its lists do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the International Pacific Halibut Commission 
(IPHC) concerning the legal or development status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 

This work is protected by copyright. Fair use of this material for 
scholarship, research, news reporting, criticism or commentary is 
permitted. Selected passages, tables or diagrams may be reproduced for 
such purposes provided acknowledgment of the source is included. Major 
extracts or the entire document may not be reproduced by any process 
without the written permission of the Executive Director, IPHC. 

The IPHC has exercised due care and skill in the preparation and 
compilation of the information and data set out in this publication. 
Notwithstanding, the IPHC, its employees and advisers, assert all rights 
and immunities, and disclaim all liability, including liability for 
negligence, for any loss, damage, injury, expense or cost incurred by any 
person as a result of accessing, using or relying upon any of the information 
or data set out in this publication, to the maximum extent permitted by law 
including the International Organizations Immunities Act. 

Contact details:  

International Pacific Halibut Commission 
2320 W. Commodore Way, Suite 300 
Seattle, WA, 98199-1287, U.S.A. 
Phone: +1 206 634 1838 
Fax: +1 206 632 2983 
Email: secretariat@iphc.int  
Website: https://www.iphc.int/  

 
 
  

mailto:secretariat@iphc.int
https://www.iphc.int/
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ACRONYMS 

 
AM  Annual Meeting 
CB  Conference Board 
DFO  Fisheries and Ocean Canada 
FCEY  Fishery Constant Exploitation Yield 
FISS  Fishery-Independent Setline Survey 
FY  Financial Year 
GAAP  Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
GSA  General Services Administration 
IPHC  International Pacific Halibut Commission 
MSAB  Management Strategy Advisory Board  
NPFMC North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
NOAA  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
O32  Over 32” fish 
PAB  Processor Advisory Board 
PFMC  Pacific Fishery Management Council 
RAB  Research Advisory Board 
SB  Spawning Biomass 
SRB  Scientific Review Board 
SPR  Spawning Potential Ratio 
TCEY  Total Constant Exploitation Yield 
U26  Under 26” fish 
U32  Under 32” fish 
WPUE  Weight-Per-Unit-Effort 
 

DEFINITIONS 
A set of working definitions are provided in the IPHC Glossary of Terms and abbreviations:   
https://www.iphc.int/the-commission/glossary-of-terms-and-abbreviations   

 

HOW TO INTERPRET TERMINOLOGY CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT 
This report has been written using the following terms and associated definitions so as to remove ambiguity 

surrounding how particular paragraphs should be interpreted.  

 

Level 1:  RECOMMENDED; RECOMMENDATION; ADOPTED (formal); REQUESTED; ENDORSED; 
ACCEPTED (informal): A conclusion for an action to be undertaken, by a Contracting Party, a subsidiary 
(advisory) body of the Commission and/or the IPHC Secretariat. 

 
Level 2:  AGREED: Any point of discussion from a meeting which the Commission considers to be an agreed course 

of action covered by its mandate, which has not already been dealt with under Level 1 above; a general point 
of agreement among delegations/participants of a meeting which does not need to be elevated in the 
Commission’s reporting structure. 

 
Level 3: NOTED/NOTING; CONSIDERED; URGED; ACKNOWLEDGED: General terms to be used for 

consistency. Any point of discussion from a meeting which the Commission considers to be important enough 
to record in a meeting report for future reference. Any other term may be used to highlight to the reader of an 
IPHC report, the importance of the relevant paragraph. Other terms may be used but will be considered for 
explanatory/informational purposes only and shall have no higher rating within the reporting terminology 
hierarchy than Level 3. 

  

https://www.iphc.int/the-commission/glossary-of-terms-and-abbreviations
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The 99th Session of the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) Annual Meeting (AM099) was 
held in Victoria, B.C., Canada, from 23-27 January 2023. A total of 18 participants (6 Commissioners: 
Members; 12 advisors/experts) attended the Session from the two (2) Contracting Parties, as well as 134 
members of the public (78 in-person and 56 remote). The meeting was opened by the Chairperson, Mr Paul 
Ryall (Canada) and the Vice-Chairperson, Mr Jon Kurland (U.S.A.) who welcomed participants. 
The following are a subset of the complete recommendations and requests for action from the AM099, which 
are provided at Appendix XVI. 

IPHC PACIFIC HALIBUT FISHERY REGULATIONS 2023 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) 
(para. 89) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA1, which 
provides the mortality and fishery limits framework for population at AM099 (Appendix IV). [Unanimous] 
(para. 90) The Commission ADOPTED the distributed mortality limits for each Contracting Party, by IPHC 
Regulatory Area, (Table 4) and sector, as provided for in Appendix IV. [Unanimous] 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: Commercial fishing periods (Sect. 9) 
(para. 96) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA2, which 
specified fishing periods for the commercial Pacific halibut fisheries. 
(para. 97) The Commission ADOPTED fishing periods for 2023 as provided below, thereby superseding 
the relevant portions of Section 9 of the IPHC Pacific halibut fishery regulations (Appendix V) by specifying 
that commercial fishing for Pacific halibut in all IPHC Regulatory Areas may begin no earlier than 1200 
(noon) local time on 10 March 2023 and must cease at 1200 (noon) local time on 07 December 2023. 
[Unanimous] 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: Fishing Period Limits (Sect. 14) & Licensing Vessels for IPHC Regulatory 
Area 2A (Sect. 15) – Accommodation of the transition of management in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A 
(para. 98) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA3, to 
accommodate the transition of management in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A from the IPHC to the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council (PFMC) and NOAA Fisheries (Appendix VI). [Unanimous] 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: minor amendments 
(para. 99) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA4 Rev_1, 
which proposed minor amendments to the existing IPHC Fishery Regulations, improving their clarity and 
consistency (Appendix VII). [Unanimous] 

Recreational (sport) fishing for Pacific halibut—IPHC Regulatory areas 2c, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 4e 
(Sect. 29) – Charter management measures in IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C and 3A 
(para. 100) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB1, that 
proposed IPHC Regulation changes for charter recreational Pacific halibut fisheries in IPHC Regulatory 
Areas 2C and 3A (Appendix VIII), in order to achieve the charter Pacific halibut allocation under the North 
Pacific Fisheries Management Council’s (NPFMC) Pacific halibut Catch Sharing Plan [Unanimous] 
 
 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa1.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa2.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa3.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa4.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb1.pdf
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IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC Regulatory Area 2B 
(Sect. 28) - Daily bag limit in IPHC Regulatory Area 2B 
(para. 101) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB2 Rev_1, 
that proposed IPHC Regulation changes to allow the daily bag limit of up to three fish per day per person in 
the recreational fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2B beginning on or after August 1 of each year until 2025 
unless extended by a vote of the Commission (Appendix IX). [Unanimous] 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC Regulatory Areas 
2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (Sect. 29) - Onboard consumption 
(para. 102) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB3, that 
proposed adding flexibility to existing recreational (sport) Pacific halibut fishing regulations in Alaska 
Regulatory Areas and allow limited consumption of recreationally-caught Pacific halibut on board charter 
vessels and pleasure craft, while retaining existing regulations that provide effective enforcement of daily 
bag limits and possession limits (Appendix X). [Unanimous] 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: Logs (Sect. 20) – Logs requirements 
(para. 103) The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB4, that 
proposed updates to IPHC regulatory language regarding the qualifying logbooks in IPHC Regulatory Area 
2A (Appendix XI). [Unanimous] 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-year program of Integrated Research and Monitoring (2022-
26) 
AM099–Rec.01  (para. 12) The Commission RECOMMENDED that the Secretariat annually present 

potential changes to the Plan at the IPHC Interim Meeting. The Commission would 
then have the opportunity to provide any redirection based on Commission priorities 
and available funding. To assist in making that assessment, the Secretariat will be 
preparing a progress report annually. 

IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update 
AM099–Rec.02  (para. 76) The Commission RECOMMENDED that for the purpose of a 

comprehensive and intelligible Harvest Strategy Policy (HSP), four coastwide 
objectives should be documented within the HSP, in priority order: 
a) Maintain the long-term coastwide female spawning stock biomass above a 

biomass limit reference point (B20%) at least 95% of the time. 
b) Maintain the long-term coastwide female spawning stock biomass at or above a 

biomass reference point (B36%) 50% or more of the time. 
c) Optimise average coastwide TCEY. 
d) Limit annual changes in the coastwide TCEY. 

AM099–Rec.03 (para. 84) The Commission AGREED sufficient analysis has been completed and 
RECOMMENDED not to change the current 32 inch size limit. 

 

 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb2.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb3.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb4.pdf
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IPHC Fishery Regulations: Logs (Sect. 20) – Logs requirements 
AM099–Rec.04  (para. 104) The Commission RECOMMENDED that the IPHC work with NOAA 

Fisheries on data sharing arrangement to retrieve Pacific halibut data submitted via 
Pacific Coast Groundfish non-trawl logbook. 

 
REQUESTS 

2023-25 FISS design evaluation  
AM099–Req.01  (para. 35) The Commission REQUESTED a desktop review to determine if reducing 

bait size on the FISS would substantially reduce costs, while not reducing catch rates 
and associated fish sale revenue to any large degree. 

AM099–Req.02  (para. 44) The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat provide a breakdown 
of costs associated with the FISS over the last three (3) years and what is projected for 
the 2023 FISS, and for this to be presented at the 13th Special Session of the 
Commission (SS013). 

Pacific halibut mortality projections using the IPHC mortality projection tool (2023) 
AM099–Req.03  (para. 61) The Commission REQUESTED a table be prepared annually that details 

the historical TCEY decisions, that is currently published on the IPHC website 
[https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-
017.xlsx] 

Report on current and future biological and ecosystem science research activities 
AM099–Req.04  (para. 66) The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat provide a summary of 

the proposed and ongoing research projects at the Secretariat, including status updates, 
suggestions for potential priority setting by the Commission, links to the IPHC’s 
mandate and how the research will inform decision-making, guidance on types of 
research  that should be considered for internal funding versus types of research that 
would be contingent on the availability of external funding or partnerships, among 
other criteria that may be requested by the Commission. 

AM099–Req.05  (para. 67) The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat highlight the elements 
of its 5YRPIRM (the Plan) that will inform its understanding of the impacts of climate 
change on Pacific halibut in its annual presentations of the research Plan to the 
Commission.  

IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update 
AM099–Req.06  (para. 88) NOTING paragraph 60 from the 21st Session of the SRB (SRB021), the 

Commission REQUESTED the Secretariat develop a description of options to 
responding to exceptional circumstances that would trigger a stock assessment in non-
assessment years and additional MSE analyses. 
IPHC-2022-SRB021-R, para 60: The SRB RECOMMENDED that Exceptional 
Circumstances be defined to determine whether monitoring information has 
potentially departed from their expected distributions generated by the MSE. 
Declaration of Exceptional Circumstances may warrant re-opening and revising 
the operating models and testing procedures used to justify a particular 
management procedure. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-017.xlsx
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-017.xlsx
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/srb/srb021/iphc-2022-srb021-r.pdf
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Other key outcomes 

FY2023 Budget – update 
(para. 123) The Commission ADOPTED the revised FY2023 budget (1 October 2022 to 30 September 
2023), as detailed in Appendix XII, noting that the amendments do not change the previously adopted 
Contracting Party contributions for FY2023, as follows:  

i. Canada: Contribution to the General Fund: US$900,407 
ii. U.S.A.: Contribution to the General Fund:  US$4,157,760 

iii. U.S.A.: Contribution to the headquarters building lease and maintenance costs: US$489,250 
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1. OPENING OF THE SESSION 
1. The 99th Session of the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) Annual Meeting (AM099) was 

held in Victoria, B.C., Canada, from 23-27 January 2023. A total of 18 participants (6 Commissioners: 
Members; 12 advisors/experts) attended the Session from the two (2) Contracting Parties, as well as 134 
members of the public (78 in-person and 56 remote). The list of participants is provided at Appendix I. 
The meeting was opened by the Chairperson, Mr Paul Ryall (Canada), and the Vice-Chairperson, Mr Jon 
Kurland (U.S.A.) who welcomed participants. 

2. The Chairperson provided the following welcome to country statement: “I would like to begin by 
acknowledging that we gather today on the land of the Lekwungen People, known today as the Esquimalt 
and Songhees Nations. Please join me in expressing our deepest respect and gratitude for the First Nations 
people, for their enduring care and protection of our shared lands and waterways.” 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION 
3. The Commission ADOPTED the Agenda as provided at Appendix II. The documents provided to the 

AM099 are listed in Appendix III. 

3. IPHC PROCESS 

3.1 Update on actions arising from the 98th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM098), 
2022 Special Sessions, intersessional decisions, and the 98th Session of the IPHC Interim 
Meeting (IM098) 

4. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-03, that provided the Commission with an 
opportunity to consider the progress made during the inter-sessional period, in relation to the direct 
requests for action by the Commission. 

5. The Commission AGREED to consider and revise as necessary, the actions arising and for these to be 
combined with any new actions arising from the AM099. 

3.2 Report of the IPHC Secretariat (2022) 
6. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-04 that provided the Commission with an update on 

activities of the IPHC Secretariat in 2022 not detailed in other papers before the Commission. 

3.3 2nd IPHC Performance Review (PRIPHC02): Implementation of recommendations 
7. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-05 Rev_1 which provided the Commission with an 

update on the implementation of the recommendations arising from the 2nd Performance Review of the 
IPHC (PRIPHC02). 

8. The Commission RECALLED recommendation PRIPHC02-Rec.09: 
PRIPHC02-Rec.09 [modified Commission directive]: “The Commission RECOMMENDED that 
the IPHC Secretariat, in consultation with the Commission, develop minimum data collection 
standards for Pacific halibut by scientific observer programs. The intention would be for the 
Commission to review and approve the minimum standards, and recommend them for 
implementation by domestic agencies.” 

9. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-16 that provides the Commission with an 
opportunity to consider minimum data collection standards for Pacific halibut by scientific observer 
programs. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-03.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-04.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-05.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-16.pdf
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3.4 International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-year program of Integrated Research and 
Monitoring (2022-26) 

10. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-06 that provided the Commission with a further 
opportunity to comment and amend the IPHC’s 5-year Program of Integrated Research and Monitoring 
(2022-26) (the Plan). 

11. The Commission NOTED that: 
a) the intention is to ensure that the new integrated plan is kept as a ‘living plan’, and is reviewed and 

updated annually based on the resources available to undertake the work directed by the Commission 
(e.g. internal and external fiscal resources, collaborations, internal expertise); 

b) the plan focuses on core responsibilities of the Commission; and incorporates any redirection provided 
by the Commission; 

c) each year the Scientific Review Board (SRB) may choose to recommend to the Commission that 
modifications to the current Plan be made, and that any modifications subsequently adopted by the 
Commission would be documented both in the Plan itself, and through reporting back to the SRB and 
the Commission. 

12. The Commission RECOMMENDED that the Secretariat annually present potential changes to the Plan 
at the IPHC Interim Meeting. The Commission would then have the opportunity to provide any redirection 
based on Commission priorities and available funding. To assist in making that assessment, the Secretariat 
will be preparing a progress report annually. 

3.5 Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research Advisory Board (RAB023) 
13. The Commission NOTED the Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research Advisory Board (RAB023 

- IPHC-2022-RAB023-R) which was presented by the Chairperson, Dr David Wilson. 
14. The Commission CONSIDERED the recommendations made by the RAB023 and AGREED to take 

them into consideration when deliberating on relevant agenda items throughout the meeting. 

3.6 Reports of the IPHC Scientific Review Board 
15. The Commission NOTED the Reports of the 20th and 21st Sessions of the IPHC Scientific Review Board 

(SRB020 - IPHC-2022-SRB020-R; SRB021 - IPHC-2022-SRB021-R) which were presented by the 
Chairperson, Dr Sean Cox (Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada). 

16. The Commission NOTED the ongoing recruitment process for at least one additional SRB member by the 
IPHC Secretariat, and the intention to involve the SRB Chairperson in reviewing those candidates for 
selection. 

17. The Commission CONSIDERED the recommendations made by the SRB in 2022 and AGREED to take 
them into consideration when deliberating on relevant agenda items throughout the meeting. 

18. The Commission NOTED minor differences in the FISS in terms of catchability between fixed and snap 
gear, and highlighted the importance of having FISS data. 

4. FISHERY MONITORING 

4.1 Fishery-dependent data overview (2022) 
19. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-07 Rev_1 that provided an overview of the key 

fisheries data regarding Pacific halibut removals from fisheries catching Pacific halibut during 2022, 
including the status of landings compared to fishery limits implemented by the Contracting Parties to the 
Commission. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-06.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/rab/rab023/iphc-2022-rab023-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/srb/srb020/iphc-2022-srb020-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/srb/srb021/iphc-2022-srb021-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-07.pdf
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4.2 Fishery-independent data overview (2022) 

4.2.1 IPHC Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) design and implementation in 2022 
20. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2022-AM099-08 which provided an overview of the IPHC’s FISS 

design and implementation in 2022. 
21. The Commission RECALLED that the IPHC’s FISS consists of a standard grid totalling 1,890 stations 

(Fig. 1), within the prescribed depth range of 18 to 732 metres (10 to 400 fathoms). 
22. At the 97th Session of the IPHC Interim Meeting (IM097), the Commission recommended a FISS design 

for 2022 that included 1,188 stations coastwide (Fig. 2). The design comprised sampling of subareas within 
IPHC Regulatory Areas 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, and 4CDE and was intended to reduce potential bias 
(relative to historical observed changes year-to-year) and to achieve a level of precision comparable to or 
better than recent setline surveys. Sampling in 2022 in IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C included random 
subsampling from the full FISS design (full coastwide sampling grid Fig. 1) in IPHC charter region 
Ketchikan while sampling in IPHC charter regions Ommaney & Sitka included 100% of the full FISS 
design.  

 
Figure 1.  IPHC Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) with full sampling grid shown.  
 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-08.pdf
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Figure 2. Map of the 2022 FISS design endorsed by the Commission on 1 December 2021 (IPHC-2021-
IM097-R) and implemented/sampled in 2022. Purple circles were not planned to be sampled in 2022. 

23. The Commission NOTED that as in previous years, legal-sized (O32) Pacific halibut caught on FISS 
stations were sacrificed to obtain biological data and thereafter, were retained and sold. In addition, 
beginning in 2020, sub-legal (U32) Pacific halibut that were caught and randomly selected for otolith 
sampling were also retained and sold. This helps to offset costs of the FISS. FISS vessels also retained for 
sale incidentally captured rockfish (Sebastes spp.) and Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus). These species 
were retained because they rarely survive the barotrauma resulting from capture. Most vessel contracts 
provided the vessel a lump sum payment, along with a 10% share of the Pacific halibut proceeds and a 
50% share of the incidental catch proceeds. 

24. The Commission NOTED that the interactive views of the 2022 FISS results (including all prior years) 
were made publicly available via the IPHC website on 31 October 2022:  
https://www.iphc.int/data/setline-survey-catch-per-unit-effort. 

25. The Commission NOTED that: 
a) a total of 289 initially planned stations were not sampled in 2022. There were challenges with vessel 

recruitment this season due to 1) increased sablefish quota availability; 2) several vessels transitioning 
to snap-gear; 3) vessel maintenance; and 4) challenges with vessel crew recruitment; 

b) due to the challenges with vessel recruitment, the following stations within IPHC charter regions were 
not sampled: Gore Point (35 stations), Semidi (27 stations), Chignik (35 stations), Shumagin (26 
stations), and 4CDE North (40 stations), Attu (61 stations), Portlock (27 stations), Shelikof (9 stations), 
Ketchikan (12 stations) and Ommaney (12 stations); 

c) two (2) stations in Sitka were unsampled as they were within Glacier Bay National Park and NOAA 
did not permit to complete these stations within the park this year; 

https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/97th-session-of-the-iphc-interim-meeting-im097
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/97th-session-of-the-iphc-interim-meeting-im097
https://www.iphc.int/data/setline-survey-catch-per-unit-effort
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d) two (2) stations in Yakutat were unsampled due to the presence of sea ice restricting the vessel’s 
access, and one (1) station in Unalaska was un-sampled due to poor weather and tides. 

26. The Commission NOTED that coastwide, forty-five (45) stations were deemed ineffective due to Orca 
depredation (n=16), Sperm whale depredation (n=15), gear soak time (n=4), shark predation (n=1), sand 
flea activity (n=1), station moved > 3nmi (n=1), and setting and gear issues (n=7). 

27. The Commission NOTED that while ineffective stations due to whale predation have increased over the 
last number of years, the criteria for which to identify a station as being impacted by whale predation has 
evolved over time and has likely contributed to the observed increase. 

5. STOCK STATUS OF PACIFIC HALIBUT (2022) AND HARVEST DECISION TABLE (2023) 

5.1 Space-time modelling of survey data 
28. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-09 that provided the results of the space-time 

modelling of Pacific halibut survey data for the period 1993-2022. 
29. The Commission NOTED Figure 3 that shows the time series estimates of O32 weight per unit effort 

(WPUE) (most comparable to fishery catch-rates) over the 1993-2022 period included in the 2022 space-
time modelling. Overall, there was an estimated coastwide decline of 18% for the O32 WPUE index from 
2021, due largely to decreases in the indices in Region 3, with Regions 2 and 4 also contributing.  

 
Figure 3. Space-time model output for O32 WPUE for 1993-2022 for Biological Regions. Filled circles 
denote the posterior means of O32 WPUE for each year. Shaded regions show posterior 95% credible 
intervals, which provide a measure of uncertainty: the wider the shaded interval, the greater the uncertainty in 
the estimate. Numeric values in the lower left-hand corners are estimates of the change in mean O32 WPUE 
from 2021 to 2022. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-09.pdf
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5.2 2023-25 FISS design evaluation  
30. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-10 which provided the designs for the IPHC’s 

Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) for the 2023-25 period, as reviewed by the Scientific Review 
Board (SRB) in 2022, and endorsed at IM098: 

IPHC-2022-IM098-R, para. 31: “The Commission ENDORSED an optimized design for the 2023 
FISS as provided at Appendix IV, that balances the Commission’s primary and secondary 
objectives for the FISS. As with all years, the Commission will have an additional opportunity to 
modify the 2023 FISS design at AM099.” 

 
IPHC-2022-IM098-R, Appendix IV: Map of the 2022 FISS design endorsed by the 
Commission on 1 December 2021. Purple circles were not sampled in 2022. 

31. The Commission RECALLED that the primary purpose of the annual FISS is to sample Pacific halibut 
and provide data for the stock assessment (abundance indices, biological data) and estimates of stock 
distribution for use in the IPHC’s management procedure. The priority of the current rationalised FISS is 
therefore to maintain or enhance data quality (precision and bias) by establishing baseline sampling 
requirements in terms of station count, station distribution and skates per station. Potential considerations 
that could add to or modify the design are logistics and cost (secondary design layer), and FISS removals 
(impact on the stock), data collection assistance for other agencies, and IPHC policies (tertiary design 
layer). These priorities are outlined in Table 1. 

32. The Commission RECALLED that the addition of stations beyond those required to meet minimum bias 
and maximum variance targets, whether for logistical or revenue/expense purposes, also provide a 
scientific benefit in the current year and in subsequent years in the form of increased precision, reduced 
potential for bias and increased biological sampling. 

33. The Commission NOTED that the 2022 coastwide coefficient of variation (CV) is under 5% for O32 and 
for the all sizes WPUE indices, and at 5% for the all-sizes number per unit effort (NPUE) index. 

34. The Commission NOTED that any changes to the type or size of bait used on the FISS would require a 
bait comparison study to understand the effect of any bait changes on catch rates and biological parameters 
(e.g. size and age distribution) of Pacific halibut, along with the effect on catch rates of non-target species. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-10.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/im/im098/iphc-2022-im098-r.pdf
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A 2012 bait comparison study found differences in catch rates among bait types that varied across IPHC 
Regulatory Areas. Changes in FISS bait have the potential to impact estimates of stock trends and 
distribution, along with biological inputs to the stock assessment, and it is therefore essential to have data 
that allow us to understand and estimate these impacts. 

35. The Commission REQUESTED a desktop review to determine if reducing bait size on the FISS would 
substantially reduce costs, while not reducing catch rates and associated fish sale revenue to any large 
degree. 

36. The Commission NOTED that the full Bering Sea FISS design in conjunction with domestic agency trawl 
survey stations provide comprehensive spatial coverage of Pacific halibut habitat in the Bering Sea. As 
such, these surveys together provide an effective tool for monitoring changes in Pacific halibut distribution 
in USA waters in the Bering due to the impacts of climate change. 

37. The Commission NOTED stakeholder concerns that the current full FISS design in IPHC Regulatory Area 
2A does not effectively sample all Pacific halibut habitat. Similar concerns were addressed in 2017-18 
through the implementation of a densified FISS grid off the north Washington coast, and that other such 
scientifically-sound FISS design changes can be made at the direction of the Commission. 

38. The Commission NOTED that: 
a) the choice of numbers of skates per station is made to help ensure that the secondary objective of 

long-term revenue neutrality is met, and accounts for differences in cost due to the relationship 
between number of skates and number of stations that can be fished per day; 

b) a low proportion of FISS stations are ineffective due to whale depredation, and the effect of this 
loss of data on the variance of estimates is minor; 

c) a <15% target range for the CV at the IPHC Regulatory Area level of WPUE and NPUE indices 
was chosen in order to maintain the precision of the estimated indices within historical levels. CVs 
are lower than 10% within IPHC Regulatory Areas 2B, 2C, 3A, 3B, and 4CDE, but the sampling 
required to decrease the CV further in other IPHC Regulatory Areas would present considerable 
logistical challenges. 

Table 1. Prioritization of FISS objectives and corresponding design layers. 

Priority Objective Design Layer 

Primary 
Sample Pacific halibut for stock 
assessment and stock distribution 
estimation. 

Minimum sampling requirements in terms of: 
• Station distribution; 
• Station count; 
• Skates per station. 

Secondary Long-term revenue neutrality. Logistics and cost: operational feasibility and 
cost/revenue neutrality. 

Tertiary 
Minimize removals, and assist others 
where feasible on a cost-recovery 
basis. 

Removals: minimize impact on the stock while 
meeting primary priority; 
Assist: assist others to collect data on a cost-
recovery basis; 
IPHC policies: ad-hoc decisions of the 
Commission regarding the FISS design. 

39. The Commission NOTED that the IPHC Secretariat will consider adding the charter region of Portlock, 
back into the 2023 FISS should in-season revenue conditions and vessel availability allow. Similarly, 
should in-season conditions be favourable, then the IPHC Secretariat will propose to the Commission for 
decision, any increase in the FISS station count in Regulatory Areas 4A, 4B, and 2A. 
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40. The Commission NOTED the United States’ interest in ensuring all IPHC Regulatory Areas would have 
some level of sampling, and NOTED the United States’ intent to provide additional funding to finance 
stations in Regulatory Areas 4A, 4B and 2A, totalling approximately US$114,000, if needed. 
Cost and revenue  

41. The Commission RECALLED that FISS design projections for 2023 are based on a 5% decline in catch 
rates and a 5% decline in price relative to 2022. 

42. The Commission NOTED that: 
a) the estimated revenue figures should be considered with a +/- of ~US$500,000 given stock abundance 

and price uncertainty; 
b) the Secretariat will continue to target long-term revenue neutrality for the FISS unless an alternative 

direction is provided by the Commission. Given low biomass and increasing operating costs, a more 
precautionary design to minimize FISS costs within the bounds of the survey objectives is desirable 
for 2023; 

c) providing the SRB with revenue neutral designs for consideration at their June and September 
meetings would be challenging, given current year FISS costs and revenue are still being determined 
in September and October of each year. Efforts would be made however to provide very approximate 
calculations of in-season calculations at the SRB June and September meetings; 

d) the FISS is facing increasing cost and logistical challenges, and consideration is being given to 
rethinking how the FISS is designed and implemented. This may include consideration of the need for 
annually updated data for stock assessment input and stock distribution estimation, standardization 
amendments (e.g. incorporation of snap-gear, modification of number of skates, implementation of 
electronic monitoring in lieu of at-sea technicians, etc.), and the implications for management of any 
such design changes; and 

e) the Secretariat will continue to meet with FISS stakeholders to discuss potential amendments to the 
FISS to help reduce financial and logistical challenges. 

43. The Commission ACKNOWLEDGED that supplementary funding may be needed to sustain the FISS 
moving forward if no changes are made to the FISS design and implementation, whether it be from 
external bodies or from the Contracting Parties. 

44. The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat provide a breakdown of costs associated with the 
FISS over the last three (3) years and what is projected for the 2023 FISS, and for this to be presented at 
the 13th Special Session of the Commission (SS013). 
2023 FISS bid specifications and tenders 

45. The Commission NOTED that the IPHC Secretariat is currently soliciting tenders for the 2023 FISS (with 
tenders due on 3 February 2023), and that tender specifications incorporate standard wording for 
amendments that the Commission may make at any time prior to the FISS season commencing. The 
Secretariat is welcoming bids from both fixed-gear and snap-gear vessels with the goal of soliciting more 
tenders and sample all stations being proposed in the endorsed FISS design for 2023. The tender process 
follows standard U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) guidelines, and is available on the IPHC 
website for transparency and accountability purposes. 

46. The Commission NOTED that the endorsed FISS design for 2023 may undergo further modification 
depending on the outcome of the 2023 request for tender process, as well as any unforeseen in-season 
logistical issues that IPHC contracted vessels encounter throughout 2023 (e.g. weather, mechanical). 
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5.3 Stock Assessment: Data overview and stock assessment (2022), and harvest decision table 
(2023) 

47. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-11, which provided the Commission with a 
summary of data, stock assessment, and short-term (i.e. three (3) years) harvest decision table at the end 
of 2022. 

48. The Commission NOTED that:  
a) the 2022 assessment represents a full analysis, following the previous full assessment conducted in 

2019, updated in 2020 and updated again in 2021; 
b) the 2022 directed commercial fishery and FISS both encountered the highest proportion of fish at age 

10, corresponding to the 2012 year-class and representing a clear transition from older fish observed 
in previous years; 

c) the 2012 year class is only estimated to be 29% mature in 2022 and appears to show a more spatially 
and temporally variable distribution than older year classes on which recent fisheries have relied; 

d) although size-at-age remains low for the oldest Pacific halibut it is increasing for fish up to 
approximately age 14; 

e) the current estimate of the 2012 year-class is slightly lower than that of the 2005 year class, with a 
very low estimated 2013 cohort and little information to provide a precise estimate of 2014 and 
subsequent year classes; 

49. The Commission NOTED that a recent change in the Secretariat’s treatment of the natural mortality rate, 
from the previously assumed value of 0.15 to an estimated value of to 0.21 in the short Areas-As-Fleets 
model, and its effect on the full ensemble, resulted in lower historical estimates of fishing intensity, 
including an estimate of F51% for 2022 compared to F43% estimated last year. 

50. The Commission NOTED the following scientific advice from the IPHC Secretariat (table and figure 
references are those in paper IPHC-2023-AM099-11): 
a) “Sources of mortality: In 2022, total Pacific mortality due to fishing increased to 39.69 million 

pounds (18,003 t), above the 5-year average of 38.10 million pounds (17,284 t). Of that total, 85% 
comprised the retained catch (Table 2), down from 87% in 2021. 

b) Fishing intensity: The 2022 fishing mortality corresponded to a point estimate of Spawning Potential 
Ratio (SPR) = 51%; there is a 27% chance that fishing intensity exceeded the IPHC’s current 
reference level of F43% (Table 2). The Commission does not currently have a coastwide fishing 
intensity limit reference point. 

c) Stock status (spawning biomass): Current (beginning of 2023) female spawning biomass is estimated 
to be 192 million pounds (87,058 t), which corresponds to an 25% chance of being below the IPHC 
trigger reference point of SB30%, and less than a 1% chance of being below the IPHC limit reference 
point of SB20%. The stock is estimated to have declined by 16% since 2016 but is currently at 42% of 
the unfished state. Therefore, the stock is considered to be ‘not overfished’. Projections indicate that 
mortality consistent with the interim management procedure reference fishing intensity (F43%) is very 
likely to result in further declining biomass levels in the near future. 

d) Stock distribution: After increases in 2020-2021, the proportion of the coastwide stock represented 
by Biological Region 3 has decreased sharply in 2022, (Figure 6, Table 1). This trend occurs in tandem 
with increases in Biological Regions 2, 4 and 4B; however, all regions remain within the historical 
range observed from 1993-2021.” 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-11.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-11.pdf
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51. The Commission NOTED the following outlook for the stock provided by the IPHC Secretariat: 
“Outlook. The projections for this assessment are much more optimistic than those from recent 
assessments due to the increase in the estimated productivity of the stock resulting from 3/4 rather than 
2/4 models estimating natural mortality at much higher values than the historical fixed assumption of 
0.15. Further, the trend in spawning biomass is estimated to have stabilized as the 2012 year-class 
continues to mature. This translates to a lower probability of stock decline at higher yields for 2023 
than in recent assessments as well as a decrease in this probability through 2024-26. There is greater 
than a 50% probability of stock decline in 2024 (53-86/100) for all yields greater than the status quo, 
including the entire range of SPR values from 40-46%. The 2023 “3-year surplus” alternative, 
corresponds to a TCEY of 43.0 million pounds 19,504 t), and a projected SPR of 48% (credible interval 
28-62%; [Table 2, Figure 4]. At the reference level (a projected SPR of 43%), the probability of 
spawning biomass decline from 2023 to 2024 is 75%, decreasing to 71% in three years. The one-year 
risk of the stock dropping below SB30% is 25% across all alternatives.” 

52. The Commission NOTED that despite these optimistic projections, some additional risks are not 
incorporated into the assessment projections, as noted in paragraphs 54 and 55 below, indicating reasons 
for applying a precautionary approach in interpreting the assessment projections. 

53. The Commission NOTED there is a less than 50% probability that the stock will decline in 2023 from 
status quo. 

54. The Commission NOTED that fisheries will rely heavily on a single (2012) year class in the near-term 
and that FISS and commercial fishery catch rates were at the lowest values in 30 years. 

55. The Commission NOTED that stock projections were conducted using the integrated results from the 
stock assessment ensemble in tandem with summaries of the 2022 directed and non-directed fisheries. The 
harvest decision table (Table 3) provides a comparison of the relative risk (in times out of 100), using 
stock and fishery metrics (rows), against a range of alternative harvest levels for 2023 (columns). The 
block of rows entitled “Stock Trend” provides for evaluation of the risks to short-term trend in spawning 
biomass, independent of all harvest policy calculations. The remaining rows portray risks relative to the 
spawning biomass reference points (“Stock Status”) and fishery performance relative to the approach 
identified in the interim management procedure. The alternatives (columns) include several levels of 
mortality intended for evaluation of stock and management procedure dynamics. 
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Table 2. Harvest decision table for 2023 mortality limits. Columns correspond to yield alternatives and rows 
to risk metrics. Values in the table represent the probability, in “times out of 100” (or percent chance) of a 
particular risk. 

 
Terms: Constant Exploitation Yield (CEY): A specific concept from the IPHC's interim management procedure: 
the Total CEY (TCEY) is the current basis for Commission mortality limits. TCEY includes all sources and sizes 
of mortality, except discard mortality in non-directed fisheries less than 26 inches in length (66cm; U26). The 
Fishery CEY (FCEY) is the amount of yield for directed Pacific halibut fisheries as defined by IPHC Regulatory 
Area-specific catch agreements, where applicable. Spawning Potential Ratio (SPR): A commonly used metric of 
fishing intensity. SPR is the ratio of the equilibrium spawning biomass per recruit given some level of fishing and 
the equilibrium spawning biomass per recruit in the absence of fishing. Sometimes referred to as SBR, relative 
Spawning Biomass per Recruit. 
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Figure 4. Three-year projections of stock trend under alternative levels of mortality: no fishing mortality 
(upper panel), the status quo TCEY set in 2022 of 41.2 million pounds, 18,697 t; second panel), the three 
(3)-year surplus (a TCEY of 43.0 million pounds, 19,504 t; third panel), and the TCEY projected for the 
IPHC’s interim management procedure (52.0 million pounds, 23,564 t; lower panel). 
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56. The Commission NOTED that there are additional risks associated with the stock condition and mortality 
limit considerations for 2023 that are not quantitatively captured in the decision table, these include: 
a) Historically low observed fishery catch rates corresponding to reduced efficiency/performance in 

2022; 
b) Due to the low recruitments that occurred from 2006-11 (the lowest observed since the 1960s), current 

and near-term projected spawning biomass relies heavily on the maturity a single cohort from 2012, 
and therefore any deviation from the maturity schedule (as it is currently understood), could result in 
an unknown degree of bias in the estimated spawning biomass; 

c) Ecosystem conditions continue to show elevated variability and therefore correspond to greater 
uncertainty in potential effects on Pacific halibut dynamics; 

d) The future effects of climate change on Pacific halibut. 

5.4 Pacific halibut mortality projections using the IPHC mortality projection tool (2023) 
57. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-INF02 which provided an updated description of 

the IPHC’s web-based mortality projection tool (https://www.iphc.int/data/projection-tool) for setting 
mortality limits in 2023. This tool provides all user groups the ability to create alternative projection tables 
as necessary for discussion and decision-making. 

58. The Commission NOTED that the mortality projection tool for 2023 does not include default values 
predetermined by the previous interim management procedure. The previous interim management 
procedure was in place only through the 2022 mortality limits. 

59. The Commission NOTED that the reference projection results (corresponding to F43%) resulted in a 2023 
TCEY of 51.95 million lbs (Table 3). This represents an increase from the reference level calculated for 
2022 based on the 2021 stock assessment (41.22 million pounds). The increase in the reference TCEY 
largely reflects the improved (and higher) estimate of natural mortality in the 2022 stock assessment, and 
to a lesser degree the continued maturation of the 2012 year-class. 

60. The Commission NOTED that the 3-year surplus, mainly reflecting the recruitment strength of the 2012 
year class and size at age, increased from the 2022 estimate of 38.0 million pounds to 43.0 million pounds 
for 2023 (Table 2). 

Table 3. Comparison of TCEY values (Mlbs) from 2020 to those projected for 2023. The reported 
SPR value represents the estimate at the time of adoption. 

 Total 
2020 Reference (SPR=46%) 31.90 
2020 Adopted (SPR=42%) 36.60 
2021 Reference (SPR=43%) 39.00 
2021 Adopted (SPR=43%) 39.00 
2022 Reference (SPR=43%) 41.22 
2022 Adopted (SPR=43%) 41.22 
2023 Reference (SPR=43%)1 51.95 
2023 Adopted (SPR=53%) 36.97 

1 There was no interim management procedure in place for distribution of the coastwide TCEY for 2023. 
61. The Commission REQUESTED a table be prepared annually that details the historical TCEY decisions, 

that is currently published on the IPHC website [https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-
datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-017.xlsx] 

62. The Commission RECALLED that the Pacific halibut mortality projections for 2023 continue to be based 
on the three-year average non-directed discard estimates (‘bycatch’) as adjusting directed fishery limits to 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-inf02.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/data/projection-tool
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-017.xlsx
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-017.xlsx
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account for full regulatory attainment of non-directed discards in the U.S.A. and Canada would result in 
substantially reduced directed fishery opportunity (as reported in the mortality projection tool). 

6. IPHC SCIENCE AND RESEARCH  

6.1 Report on current and future biological and ecosystem science research activities 
63. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-12 that provided a description of the biological and 

ecosystem science research projects conducted and planned by the IPHC Secretariat and contemplated 
within the IPHC’s Five-year Program of Integrated Research and Monitoring (2022-2026). 

64. The Commission NOTED that the primary biological research activities at IPHC that follow Commission 
objectives are identified and described in the IPHC Five-Year Program of Integrated Research and 
Monitoring (2022-2026). These activities are summarized in five broad research areas designed to provide 
inputs into stock assessment (SA) and the management strategy evaluation (MSE) processes, as follows:  
a) Migration and Population Dynamics. Studies are aimed at improving current knowledge of Pacific 

halibut migration and population dynamics throughout all life stages in order to achieve a complete 
understanding of stock structure and distribution across the entire distribution range of Pacific halibut 
in the North Pacific Ocean and the biotic and abiotic factors that influence it. 

b) Reproduction. Studies are aimed at providing information on the sex ratio of the commercial catch 
and to improve current estimates of maturity and fecundity.  

c) Growth. Studies are aimed at describing the role of factors responsible for the observed changes in 
size-at-age and at evaluating growth and physiological condition in Pacific halibut. 

d) Mortality and Survival Assessment. Studies are aimed at providing updated estimates of discard 
mortality rates in the guided recreational fisheries and at evaluating methods for reducing mortality of 
Pacific halibut.  

e) Fishing Technology. Studies are aimed at developing methods that involve modifications of fishing 
gear with the purpose of reducing Pacific halibut mortality due to depredation and bycatch.  

65. The Commission NOTED that there are aspects of biological and ecosystem research that the Secretariat 
does not have the resources to complete internally, and thus, a broad range of collaborative efforts have 
been, and will be employed to support Commission decision making needs.  

66. The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat provide a summary of the proposed and ongoing 
research projects at the Secretariat, including status updates, suggestions for potential priority setting by 
the Commission, links to the IPHC’s mandate and how the research will inform decision-making, guidance 
on types of research  that should be considered for internal funding versus types of research that would be 
contingent on the availability of external funding or partnerships, among other criteria that may be 
requested by the Commission. 

67. The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat highlight the elements of its 5YRPIRM (the Plan) 
that will inform its understanding of the impacts of climate change on Pacific halibut in its annual 
presentations of the research Plan to the Commission.  

7. MANAGEMENT STRATEGY EVALUATION 

7.1 Report of the 17th Session of the IPHC Management Strategy Advisory Board (MSAB017) 
68. The Commission NOTED the Report of the 17th Session of the IPHC Management Strategy Advisory 

Board (IPHC-2022-MSAB-017-R) which were presented by the Co-Chairpersons, Mr Adam Keizer 
(Canada) and Mr Pete Hulson (USA). 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-12.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/msab/msab017/iphc-2022-msab017-r.pdf
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69. The Commission AGREED that the Management Strategy Evaluation process and the Management 
Strategy Advisory Board continue to support the Commission's management of the stock and fishery by 
providing the means to define fishery objectives and evaluate the performance of management measures 
against these objectives. The two Contracting Parties have reviewed MSAB membership with the intention 
of ensuring that the MSAB represents the diversity of interests and remains at a manageable size. 

70. The Commission AGREED that term appointments can continue to be renewed without limit at the 
discretion of the Commissioners.  

71. The Commission AGREED that current MSAB membership terms which expired on 31 December 2022 
should be renewed for up to four (4) years to facilitate staggered term expiry among members. 

72. The Commission NOTED that there are vacancies within the current membership, and AGREED that 
there will not be active solicitations to fill these vacancies. The MSAB process remains open to observers, 
including to people who may be interested in applying for an appointment to the MSAB at a later date. 

73. The Commissioners AGREED that the IPHC Secretariat should continue to support the implementation 
of hybrid meetings which would facilitate in-person and remote participation for MSAB members and 
observers and help control meeting costs. 

74. The Commission AGREED that a MSAB meeting should take place before the June SRB meeting in 2023 
to discuss objectives, performance metrics, multi-year management procedures, dissemination of 
information to constituents, and methods for evaluation and presentation to the Commission. Noting 
budgetary constraints in FY2023, this meeting may be electronic.  

7.2 IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update 
75. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-13 that provided results of the Management 

Strategy Evaluation (MSE) simulations of size limit and multi-year stock assessment Management 
Procedures (MPs), and to request decisions from the Commission on the Objectives, Performance Metrics, 
and MPs. 

76. The Commission RECOMMENDED that for the purpose of a comprehensive and intelligible Harvest 
Strategy Policy (HSP), four coastwide objectives should be documented within the HSP, in priority order: 

a) Maintain the long-term coastwide female spawning stock biomass above a biomass limit 
reference point (B20%) at least 95% of the time. 

b) Maintain the long-term coastwide female spawning stock biomass at or above a biomass 
reference point (B36%) 50% or more of the time. 

c) Optimise average coastwide TCEY. 
d) Limit annual changes in the coastwide TCEY. 

77. The Commission AGREED that the performance metrics associated with the objectives in Paragraph 76 
are: 
a) P(RSB<20%) Probability that the long-term Relative Spawning Biomass (RSB) is less than the 

Relative Spawning Biomass Limit, failing if the value is greater than 0.05. 
b) P(RSB<36%): Probability that the long-term RSB is less than the Relative Spawning Biomass 

Reference Point, failing if the value is greater than 0.50. 
c) Median TCEY: the median of the short-term average TCEY over a ten-year period, where the short-

term is 4-14 years in the future. 
d) Median AAV TCEY: the average annual variability of the short-term TCEY determined as the average 

difference in the TCEY over a ten-year period. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-13.pdf
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78. The Commission AGREED that the HSP objectives should be used to rank management procedures which 
perform the best, while Regulatory Area-specific performance metrics should inform the deliberations of 
the MSAB and the Commission. For a management procedure to be a candidate for adoption by the 
Commission, the procedure must meet the first two HSP objectives (a and b in Paragraph 76), show 
relatively high median TCEYs, and within that subset, the relatively low median AAV for the TCEY. An 
adopted management procedure may be identified from the subset of management procedures that are 
consistent with the HSP and through finer spatial scale evaluation by the MSAB and Commission. 

79. The Commission AGREED that the MSE process should continue to examine the performance of 
management procedures at the coastwide, Biological Region and IPHC Regulatory Area level. 

80. The Commission NOTED the following reduced set of MPs, as presented by the IPHC Secretariat for 
decision-making at AM099 or for further testing.  
a) MP-A32:  Annual assessment frequency and a 32-inch size limit for the directed commercial fishery. 
b) MP-A26:  Annual assessment frequency and a 26-inch size limit for the directed commercial fishery. 
c) MP-A0:  Annual assessment frequency and no size limit (full retention) for the directed commercial 

fishery. 
d) MP-Bb32:  Biennial assessment frequency and a 32-inch size limit for the directed commercial 

fishery. The coastwide TCEY in non-assessment years is determined from the change in the coastwide 
O32 FISS index. The distribution of TCEY in all years is calculated using the FISS observations within 
a defined distribution procedure. 

e) MP-Tb32:  Triennial assessment frequency and a 32-inch size limit for the directed commercial 
fishery. The coastwide TCEY in non-assessment years is determined from the change in the coastwide 
O32 FISS index. The distribution of TCEY in all years is calculated using the FISS observations within 
a defined distribution procedure. 

81. The Commission NOTED that:  
a) for all management procedures evaluated, the long-term relative spawning biomass passed both 

spawning biomass objectives for all MPs and was more often above the target for SPR values ranging 
between 40% and 46%; 

b) removal of a size limit resulted in a 3.7% increase, on average, for the short-term median coastwide 
TCEY and a 2.7% increase, on average, for the long-term median coastwide TCEY. A majority of that 
increase occurs when reducing the size limit for directed commercial fisheries to 26 inches; 

c) without a size limit for the directed commercial fishery, landings of O32 fish would likely decline 
while U32 landings would likely increase, and the trade-off is dependent on population characteristics 
such as incoming recruitment and size-at-age; 

d) without a size limit for the directed commercial fishery, short-term coastwide directed commercial 
fishery discard mortality would decline by, on average, 78%; 

e) for the directed commercial fishery without a size limit to maintain equal value to the fishery with a 
32-inch size limit, the price of U32 fish would have to be near one-half the price of O32 fish, on 
average, and this equal value price ratio would most likely range between zero and one, depending on 
stock conditions; 

f) a biennial assessment frequency with an empirical rule using FISS observations in non-assessment 
years shows similar results to an annual assessment; 

g) a triennial assessment frequency with an empirical rule using FISS observations in non-assessment 
years shows a similar short-term median TCEY along with a significant reduction in inter-annual 
variability of the TCEY; 
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h) costs associated with multi-year assessments include 1) lack of detailed management information 
every year, 2) possibly a loss in long-term yield, and 3) a chance of a smaller stock size. Benefits 
include 1) reduced inter-annual variability in the TCEY, 2) use of the annual FISS index in a 
transparent process, 3) more focused assessment research, 4) potential for additional collaboration 
within the Secretariat, 5) consistency with the three-year cycle of update and full assessments, and 6) 
following the precedent of other fisheries commissions. 

82.  The Commission ACKNOWLEDGED the significant amount of analysis completed by the IPHC 
Secretariat to evaluate alternative size limits and the consequences of such a change.  

83. The Commission NOTED the concerns raised about the potential elimination of the size limit with respect 
to the potential for high grading and the lower prices anticipated for smaller Pacific halibut. 

84. The Commission AGREED sufficient analysis has been completed and RECOMMENDED not to 
change the current 32 inch size limit. 

85. The Commission AGREED that there is utility in continuing to explore multi-year stock assessment 
management procedures, in a manner consistent with the advice from SRB and MSAB.  

86. The Commission NOTED that additional work is required to further define, for evaluation, a suite of 
management procedures related to multi-year assessments that ultimately define the TCEY by IPHC 
Regulatory Area in non-assessment years. Some specific components include (1) defining a coastwide 
TCEY and (2) specifying how the coastwide TCEY is determined for each IPHC Regulatory Area (i.e. a 
distribution procedure to allocate the TCEY). Investigation into the sources of uncertainty that lead to 
understanding potential TCEY variability and how variability in the TCEY differs in non-assessment and 
assessment years will be useful.  

87. The Commission AGREED that following agreement about a distribution procedure, the IPHC Secretariat 
and MSAB should reassess multi-year stock assessment management procedures, as well as coastwide 
elements of a management procedure such as the SPR value. 

88. NOTING paragraph 60 from the 21st Session of the SRB (SRB021), the Commission REQUESTED the 
Secretariat develop a description of options to responding to exceptional circumstances that would trigger 
a stock assessment in non-assessment years and additional MSE analyses. 

IPHC-2022-SRB021-R, para 60: The SRB RECOMMENDED that Exceptional Circumstances 
be defined to determine whether monitoring information has potentially departed from their 
expected distributions generated by the MSE. Declaration of Exceptional Circumstances may 
warrant re-opening and revising the operating models and testing procedures used to justify a 
particular management procedure. 

8. IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: PROPOSALS FOR THE 2022-23 PROCESS 

8.1 IPHC Secretariat fishery regulation proposals 

8.1.1 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) 
89. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA1, which provides 

the mortality and fishery limits framework for population at AM099 (Appendix IV). [Unanimous] 
90. The Commission ADOPTED the distributed mortality limits for each Contracting Party, by IPHC 

Regulatory Area, (Table 4) and sector, as provided for in Appendix IV. [Unanimous] 
91. The Commission NOTED that the adopted mortality limits for 2023 are projected to result in a fishing 

intensity of F53%, representing a reduction from the estimates for 2020 and 2021 of F51%. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/srb/srb021/iphc-2022-srb021-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa1.pdf
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92. The Commission NOTED that the adopted mortality limits for each Contracting Party represent a 10.3% 
decrease from 2022. 

93. The Commission NOTED that Canada’s allocation is a 10.3% reduction from the 2022 allocation of 
7.56Mlbs and incorporates a 50% U26 adjustment.  

94. The Commission NOTED that the adopted mortality limits for 2023 correspond to a 38% probability of 
stock decline through 2024, and a 36% probability of stock decline through 2026. 

Table 4. Adopted TCEY mortality limits for 2023 
Contracting Party 

IPHC Regulatory Area 
Mortality limit (TCEY) 

(mlbs)  
Mortality limit (TCEY) 

(metric tonnes) 
Canada Total: 2B 6.78 3,075.36 

USA: 2A 1.65 748.43 
USA: 2C 5.85 2,653.52 
USA: 3A 12.08 5,479.40 
USA: 3B 3.67 1,664.68 
USA: 4A 1.73 784.71 
USA: 4B 1.36 616.89 

USA: 4CDE 3.85 1,746.33 
United States of America 

Total 30.19 13,693.95 

Total  
(IPHC Convention Area) 36.97 16,769.31 

95. The Commission NOTED that the FCEY values resulting from the adopted TCEY mortality limits, listed 
in Appendix IV, are used by the Contracting Parties to determine fishery sector allocations, recognizing 
that each Contracting Party may implement more restrictive limits. The detailed projections by sector are 
provided in Table 5. 

Table 5. Detailed 2023 projections, by sector, based on the adopted TCEY mortality limits from Table 4 
(IPHC Regulatory Area). 

 Sector IPHC Regulatory Area 
  2A 2B 2C 3A 3B 4A 4B 4CDE Total 

1 Commercial discards 0.05 0.18 NA NA 0.29 0.05 0.01 0.08 0.66 
2 O26 Non-directed 

discards 0.08 0.24 0.06 0.39 0.27 0.25 0.13 1.72 3.13 

3 Recreational NA 0.04 1.14 1.20 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 2.40 
4 Subsistence NA 0.41 0.29 0.18 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.04 0.94 
5 Total non-FCEY 0.13 0.86 1.49 1.77 0.58 0.32 0.14 1.83 7.13 
6 Commercial discards NA NA 0.15 0.58 NA NA NA NA 0.73 
7 Recreational 0.62 0.89 0.80 1.89 NA NA NA NA 4.19 
8 Subsistence 0.02 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 0.02 
9 Commercial landings 0.88 5.03 3.41 7.84 3.09 1.41 1.22 2.02 24.90 
10 Total FCEY 1.52 5.92 4.36 10.31 3.09 1.41 1.22 2.02 29.84 
       4C FCEY 0.90  
       4D FCEY 0.90  
       4E FCEY 0.22  
 TCEY 1.65 6.78 5.85 12.08 3.67 1.73 1.36 3.85 36.97 
 U26 Non-directed 

discards 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.24 0.10 0.10 0.01 0.88 1.37 

 Total 1.65 6.81 5.85 12.32 3.77 1.83 1.37 4.73 38.34 
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1st row: Commercial discards include all discard mortality estimated due to the 32" minimum size limit, lost gear, and legal-sized discards associated 
with quota attainment. Estimates not included in the FCEY due to the IPHC Regulatory Area Catch Sharing Plans/Agreements. 
2nd row: Non-directed commercial discards ('bycatch') not included in any IPHC Regulatory Area Catch Sharing Plans/Agreements. 
3rd row: Recreational mortality not included in IPHC Regulatory Area Catch Sharing Plans/Agreements, 2B: discards only, 2C and 3A: unguided 
landings and discard mortality, 3B-4CDE: Recreational landings and discard mortality. 
4th row: 2B-4CDE: Includes personal use and subsistence. 
5th row: total of rows 1-4. 
6th row: 2C and 3A: Commercial discard mortality is included in the Catch Sharing Plans for these areas. 
7th row: 2A: All recreational landings and discard mortality, 2B: Recreational landings, 2C and 3A: Guided recreational landings and discard 
mortality. 
8th row: 2A only: Ceremonial and subsistence mortality  
10th row: All mortality included in IPHC Regulatory Area Catch Sharing Plans/Agreements. 

8.1.2 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Commercial fishing periods (Sect. 9) 
96. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA2, which specified 

fishing periods for the commercial Pacific halibut fisheries. 
Commercial fishing periods 

97. The Commission ADOPTED fishing periods for 2023 as provided below, thereby superseding the 
relevant portions of Section 9 of the IPHC Pacific halibut fishery regulations (Appendix V) by specifying 
that commercial fishing for Pacific halibut in all IPHC Regulatory Areas may begin no earlier than 1200 
(noon) local time on 10 March 2023 and must cease at 1200 (noon) local time on 07 December 2023. 
[Unanimous] 

8.1.3 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Fishing Period Limits (Sect. 14) & Licensing Vessels for IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2A (Sect. 15) – Accommodation of the transition of management in the 
IPHC Regulatory Area 2A 

98. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA3, to accommodate 
the transition of management in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A from the IPHC to the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (PFMC) and NOAA Fisheries (Appendix VI). [Unanimous] 

8.1.4 IPHC Fishery Regulations: minor amendments 
99. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA4 Rev_1, which 

proposed minor amendments to the existing IPHC Fishery Regulations, improving their clarity and 
consistency (Appendix VII). [Unanimous] 

8.2 Contracting Party fishery regulation proposals 

8.2.1 Recreational (sport) fishing for Pacific halibut—IPHC Regulatory areas 2c, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 
4c, 4d, 4e (Sect. 29) – Charter management measures in IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C and 3A 

100. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB1, that proposed 
IPHC Regulation changes for charter recreational Pacific halibut fisheries in IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C 
and 3A (Appendix VIII), in order to achieve the charter Pacific halibut allocation under the North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council’s (NPFMC) Pacific halibut Catch Sharing Plan [Unanimous] 

8.2.2 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2B (Sect. 28) - Daily bag limit in IPHC Regulatory Area 2B 

101. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB2 Rev_1, that 
proposed IPHC Regulation changes to allow the daily bag limit of up to three fish per day per person in 
the recreational fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2B beginning on or after August 1 of each year until 
2025 unless extended by a vote of the Commission (Appendix IX). [Unanimous] 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa2.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa3.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propa4.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb1.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb2.pdf
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8.2.3 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (Sect. 29) - Onboard consumption 

102. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB3, that proposed 
adding flexibility to existing recreational (sport) Pacific halibut fishing regulations in Alaska Regulatory 
Areas and allow limited consumption of recreationally-caught Pacific halibut on board charter vessels and 
pleasure craft, while retaining existing regulations that provide effective enforcement of daily bag limits 
and possession limits (Appendix X). [Unanimous] 

8.2.4 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Logs (Sect. 20) – Logs requirements 
103. The Commission ADOPTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB4, that proposed 

updates to IPHC regulatory language regarding the qualifying logbooks in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A 
(Appendix XI). [Unanimous] 

104. The Commission RECOMMENDED that the IPHC work with NOAA Fisheries on data sharing 
arrangement to retrieve Pacific halibut data submitted via Pacific Coast Groundfish non-trawl logbook. 

8.3 Stakeholder fishery regulation proposals 

8.3.1 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut - IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (Sect. 29) - Processing Pacific halibut for 
eating and preservation 

105. The Commission NOTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropC1, that proposed 
amendments to include an exception that allows recreational fishermen in Alaska Regulatory Areas who 
do not return to port each day to process Pacific halibut for eating and/or preservation, subject to measures 
to facilitate enforcement of the applicable daily bag limits (Proposal No. 1); or exclude preserved and 
consumed on board fish from applicable possession limits (Proposal No. 2); or create a narrow exception 
that allows for limited processing of a single fish per day for consumption only (Proposal No. 3). 

8.3.2 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) - TCEY floor in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2A 

106. The Commission NOTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropC2, that proposed 
amendments to include a constant TCEY floor in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A. 

107. The Commission NOTED that the United States Government recognizes its trust responsibility to the 
13 treaty tribes in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A that depend upon Pacific halibut, as such, the U.S.A. 
Commissioners have consistently supported a TCEY of 1.65Mlb for Regulatory Area 2A since 2019. 

108. The Commission NOTED the USA Commissioners view that this allocation reflects the needs of 
IPHC Regulatory Area 2A Pacific halibut users, with minimal impact on the larger Pacific halibut biomass 
that is distributed to the north, and it remains a small fraction of the IPHC Region 2 allocation.  

109. The Commission NOTED that the U.S.A. and the treaty tribes recognize that the Commission’s 
foremost obligation is to ensure sustainability of the Pacific halibut resource, and that responding to 
changes in abundance, particularly when abundance decreases, is necessary to ensure the long-term 
viability of the stock. Therefore, the U.S.A. Commissioners will continue to consider the need for 1.65Mlb 
in Regulatory Area 2A via the IPHC decision-making process and in either annual or multi-year 
agreements between the U.S.A. and Canada, rather than through an absolute allocation that is fixed in 
regulation. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb3.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propb4.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propc1.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propc2.pdf
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8.3.3 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (Sect. 29) - Onboard consumption in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2C 

110. The Commission NOTED fishery regulation proposal IPHC-2023-AM099-PropC3, that proposed 
adding flexibility to existing recreational (sport) Pacific halibut fishing regulations in IPHC Regulatory 
Area 2C and allow limited consumption of Pacific halibut on board of unguided recreational vessels. 

8.4 Stakeholder statements 
111. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-INF01 Rev_2 which provided the Commission 

with a consolidated document containing comments from stakeholders on IPHC Fishery Regulations or 
published regulatory proposals submitted to the Commission for its consideration at the 99th Session of 
the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM099). 

9.  CONTRACTING PARTY NATIONAL REPORTS 

9.1 Canada 
112. The Commission NOTED the Contracting Party report from Canada (IPHC Regulatory Area 2B; 

IPHC-2023-AM099-NR01). 

9.2 United States of America 
113. The Commission NOTED the Contracting Party report from the United States of America IPHC 

Regulatory Areas 2A/2C/3/4; IPHC-2023-AM099-NR02 Rev_1).  

9.3 National Report topics 
114. The Commission AGREED to undertake annual discussions at the IPHC Work Meeting of the 

Commission to identify focal topics it wishes to discuss during the presentation of Contracting Party 
National Reports at the Annual Meeting, and to confirm those topics by the Interim Meeting. 

10.  REPORT OF THE 99TH SESSION OF THE IPHC FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
COMMITTEE (FAC099) 

115. The Commission NOTED the Report of the 99th Session of the IPHC Finance and Administration 
Committee (FAC099) (IPHC-2023-FAC099-R) which was presented by Dr David T. Wilson (IPHC 
Executive Director). 

10.1 Financial Statements for FY2022 
116. The Commission NOTED the Financial Statements for FY2022 (financial period: 1 October 2021 to 

30 September 2022), as detailed in paper IPHC-2023-FAC099-04. 

10.2 Annual independent auditor’s report (FY2022) 
117. The Commission ACCEPTED the independent external auditors report for FY2022 (IPHC-2023-

FAC099-05), as per Regulation 14 of the IPHC Financial Regulations (2021), by consensus. 
118. The FAC ACKNOWLEDGED the great strides that the IPHC Secretariat has continued to make over 

the past three years to improve the transparency, accountability, and accessibility of the IPHC accounting 
systems and practices. The ‘unmodified opinion’ provided by the independent auditors for the past three 
years is testament to the work done. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-propc3.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-inf01.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-nr01.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-nr02.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/fac/fac099/iphc-2023-fac099-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/fac/fac099/iphc-2023-fac099-04.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/fac/fac099/iphc-2023-fac099-05.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/fac/fac099/iphc-2023-fac099-05.pdf
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10.3 FY2023 Budget – update 
119. The Commission NOTED the update on the FY2023 budget (financial period: 1 October 2022 to 30 

September 2023), and that current expenditure for the first quarter of FY2023 is in-line with the approved 
budget. 

120. The Commission NOTED that the following contributions have been received from the Contracting 
Parties: 

a) Canada: $900,407 (received 26 October 2022); 
b) U.S.A.: US$4,582,000 (received 10 January 2023) (note: $65,010 short of the US$4,647,010 

approved budget for FY2023 for contributions to the General Fund and HQ lease and maintenance). 
121. The Commission NOTED that the U.S.A. intends to supplement the amount appropriated by the U.S. 

Congress (US$4,582,000) with an additional US$65,010 as adjustments are made during budget 
implementation in the coming months. If needed to address any shortfall, either Contracting Party can call 
an intersessional meeting for the Commission to consider reductions to FY2023 expenses. 

122. The Commission NOTED the U.S.A.’s intent to consider additional funding to finance the adopted 
2023 FISS design, an approximate US$114,000, and that the Commission will need to reduce the 2023 
FISS .design accordingly if this additional funding is not received. 

123. The Commission ADOPTED the revised FY2023 budget (1 October 2022 to 30 September 2023), as 
detailed in Appendix XII, noting that the amendments do not change the previously adopted Contracting 
Party contributions for FY2023, as follows:  

i. Canada: Contribution to the General Fund: US$900,407 
ii. U.S.A.: Contribution to the General Fund:  US$4,157,760 

iii. U.S.A.: Contribution to the headquarters building lease and maintenance costs: US$489,250 
124. The Commission NOTED the extra-budgetary (IFCP Fund deficit) contributions from each 

Contracting Party for FY2023 as follows: 
i. Canada: 

• 50% Contribution to the IFCP Fund deficit (former staff pension plan): US$127,848 
ii. U.S.A.: 

• 50% Contribution to the IFCP Fund deficit (former staff pension plan): US$127,848 

10.4 Budget estimates: FY2024 (for approval); FY2025 and FY2026 (for information) 
FY2024 

125. The Commission NOTED the proposed FY2024 budget (financial period: 1 October 2023 to 30 
September 2024; Appendix XIII), proposed by the IPHC Secretariat. 

126. The Commission NOTED the IPHC Secretariat proposed contributions from the Contracting Parties 
to the General Fund for FY2024 as follows: 

• Canada: Contribution to the General Fund: US$1,019,947.68 
• U.S.A.: Contribution to the General Fund: US$4,646,428.31 
• U.S.A.: Contribution to the headquarters building lease and maintenance costs: US$513,712.50 

127. The FAC NOTED the extra-budgetary (IFCP Fund deficit) contributions from each Contracting Party 
for FY2024 as follows: 

• Canada: 
o 50% Contribution to the IFCP Fund deficit (former staff pension plan): US$127,848 
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• U.S.A.: 
o 50% Contribution to the IFCP Fund deficit (former staff pension plan): US$127,848 

128. The Commission AGREED for the two Contracting Parties to engage in inter-sessional discussions 
over the coming months to adopt a budget for FY2024 and the associated Contributions. In doing so, the 
Contracting Parties may consult with, and have requested assistance from the IPHC Secretariat. 

129. The Commission AGREED that the two Contracting Parties to engage inter-sessionally to conduct a 
review of the budget and appropriations. 

FY2025 and FY2026 
130. The Commission NOTED the IPHC Secretariat’s indicative budgets for FY2025 and FY2026 as 

provided in Appendix XIV and Appendix XV, respectively. 

10.5 IPHC Financial Regulations (2021) 
131. The Commission NOTED that the IPHC Secretariat will continue to engage with our independent 

auditors and Accounting Firm to draft and propose amendments to the IPHC Financial Regulations (2021) 
throughout 2023 for consideration by the Commission in 2024 (if necessary). The intention is to further 
improve the basis of accounting to fully align with GAAP standards while maintaining regulatory 
compliance. 

10.6 IPHC Rules of Procedure (2022) 
132. The Commission ADOPTED the IPHC Rules of Procedure (2023), as provided in IPHC-2023-

FAC098-09, and REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat finalise and publish them accordingly, with the 
following amendments: 

a) Amend para. 14b-e of the PAB TOR’s to read as follows: 
b) Proxies are allowed from accredited members from the PAB; 
c) Only one proxy per attending member; 
d) Proxies will be submitted to the IPHC Secretariat prior to the PAB meeting in written 

or electronic form; 
e) A general proxy will authorize a designated PAB member to vote on any or all topics 

brought before the PAB on behalf of a PAB member who cannot attend. A specific proxy 
will authorize a PAB member to vote on specifically named topics (listed on the proxy 
itself) on behalf of the PAB member who can not attend.  

133. The Commission REQUESTED that a working group involving interested PAB members, convened 
by the IPHC Secretariat, be formed to determine if additional edits to the PAB Rules of Procedure are 
necessary on topics including but not limited to membership eligibility. Any further amendments are to be 
provided to the Commission within three (3) months. 

11.  REPORT OF THE 93RD SESSION OF THE IPHC CONFERENCE BOARD (CB093) 
134. The Commission NOTED the Report of the 93rd Session of the IPHC Conference Board (CB093) 

(IPHC-2023-CB093-R) which was presented by the Co-Chairpersons of the CB, Mr Jim Lane (Canada) 
and Ms Linda Behnken (USA). A total of 59 (60 in 2022) member organisations attended the Session from 
the two (2) Contracting Parties. The meeting was opened by Mr. Jim Lane (Canada) and Ms Linda 
Behnken (U.S.A.) (Co-Chairpersons), who welcomed participants. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/fac/fac099/iphc-2023-fac099-09.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/fac/fac099/iphc-2023-fac099-09.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-cb093-r.pdf
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12.  REPORT OF THE 28TH SESSION OF THE IPHC PROCESSOR ADVISORY BOARD (PAB028) 
135. The Commission NOTED the Report of the 28th Session of the IPHC Processor Advisory Board 

(PAB028) (IPHC-2023-PAB028-R) which was presented by the Chairperson of the PAB, Mr Carl 
Nordmann (Canada). A total of 16 (16 in 2022) members attended the Session from the two (2) Contracting 
Parties. 

13.  OTHER BUSINESS 

13.1 IPHC meetings calendar (2023-25) 
136. The Commission NOTED paper IPHC-2023-AM099-15 that proposed dates and places for the 

meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. 
137. The Commission RECOMMENDED that the 13th Special Session of the Commission be held 

electronically in mid-April 2023 to review and adopt an FY2024 budget. 
138. The Commission NOTED and ACCEPTED the offer by the USA to host the 100th Session of the 

IPHC Annual Meeting (AM100) in 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska, from 22 to 26 January 2024. 

13.1.1 100 Year Anniversary (2024) 
139. The Commission RECALLED that the IPHC Convention between Canada and the United States of 

America has been in effect for 99 years and the collaborative efforts of the two Contracting Parties has 
had a positive impact on the sustainable management of the resource and the fisheries that rely on it. In 
doing so, the Commission NOTED that the 100th Anniversary will coincide with the 100th Session of the 
IPHC Annual Meeting (AM100) to be held in January 2024. The 100th year of the IPHC will commence 
on 21 October 2023, with the IPHC turning 100 on 21 October 2024. 

13.2 Election of a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for the next year 
140. The Commission NOTED that the term of the current Chairperson, Mr Paul Ryall (Canada), is due to 

expire at the closing of the current Session, and as per Rule 9 of the IPHC Rules of Procedure (2022) the 
Commission is required to elect a new Chairperson for the next year. 

141. NOTING Rule 9 of the IPHC Rules of Procedure (2022), the Commission called for nominations for 
the newly vacated position of Chairperson of the IPHC for the next year. Mr Jon Kurland (U.S.A.) was 
nominated, seconded, and elected as Chairperson of the IPHC for the next year. 

142. The Commission NOTED that the term of the current Vice-Chairperson, Mr Jon Kurland (U.S.A.), is 
due to expire at the closing of the current Session, and as per Rule 9 of the IPHC Rules of Procedure 
(2022) the Commission is required to elect a new Vice-Chairperson for the next year. 

143. NOTING Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure (2022), the Commission called for nominations for the 
newly vacated position of Vice-Chairperson of the IPHC for the next year. Mr Paul Ryall (Canada) was 
nominated, seconded, and elected as Vice-Chairperson of the IPHC for the next year. 

14. REVIEW OF THE DRAFT AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 99TH SESSION OF THE 
IPHC ANNUAL MEETING (AM099) 

144. The Commission REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat finalise and publish the IPHC Pacific 
Halibut Fishery Regulations (2023) as soon as possible, NOTING that only minor editorial and formatting 
changes are permitted beyond the decisions made by the Commission at the AM099. 

145. The Report of the 99th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (IPHC-2023-AM099-R) was ADOPTED 
via correspondence on 8 February 2023, including the consolidated set of recommendations and requests 
arising from AM099, provided at Appendix XVI. 

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/pab/pab028/iphc-2023-pab028-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/am/am099/iphc-2023-am099-15.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/venues/details/99th-session-of-the-iphc-annual-meeting-am099
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APPENDIX I 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS FOR THE 99TH SESSION OF THE IPHC ANNUAL MEETING (AM099) 
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Ms. Ann-Marie Huang – Science Advisor Mr. David Moore – Policy Advisor 
Mr Trevor Ruelle – Compliance Advisor Mr. Demian Schane – Legal Advisor 

 Mr. Patrick Moran – Policy Advisor 
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Lyle Almond Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe lyle.almond@elwha.org 
Phil Anderson Pacific Fishery Management Council pmand001@comcast.net 

Chuck Ashcroft Sport Fishing Advisory Board (SFAB), 
Canada chuckashcroft@telus.net 

Jim Balsiger McCarty and Associates jim.balsiger@gmail.com 
Kiril Basargin K-Bay Fisheries wildlegacyseafoods@gmail.com 

Thompson Banez California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Thompson.Banez@wildlife.ca.gov  

Linda Behnken Alaska Longline Fishermen’s 
Association alfafishak@gmail.com 

Owen Bird Sport Fishing Institute of BC birdo@sportfishing.bc.ca 

Christopher Bos South Vancouver Island Anglers 
Coalition chris@anglerscoalition.com 

Brianna Bowman Alaska Department of Fish and Game brianna.king@alaska.gov 
Aaron Brooks Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe abrooks@jamestowntribe.org 
Karla Bush Alaska Department of Fish and Game karla.bush@alaska.gov 
Ben Cameron F.A.S. Seafoods ben-cameron@shaw.ca 

Marc Carrel Cordova District Fishermen United 
(CDFU) marc.carrel@gmail.com 
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Benjamin 
Cheeseman 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration benjamin.Cheeseman@noaa.gov 

Brett Cheney Peoples Bank  brett.cheney@peoplesbank-wa.com 
Michele Conrad Oceanbeat Consulting  michele@oceanbeatconsulting.com 
William Shawn 
Cowpar Council of the Haida Nation shawn.cowpar@haidanation.com 

Rodolfo Curralo N/A rodolfocurralo@gmail.com 
Woody Cyr F/V Patience cyrwoody1@gmail.com 
Brian Dafforn F/V Polaris briandafforn@gmail.com 

Katie Davis NOAA National Marine Fisheries 
Service katie.davis@noaa.gov 

Shannon Davis  
The Research Group, LLC shannond@trgsystems.net 

Kit Durnil E&E Foods kitd@eefoods.com 

Lando Echeverio Seven Sisters Fisheries  
lechevario@yahoo.com 

Garrett Elwood Next Generation Fishermens 
Association (NGFA) fvwesternfreedom@gmail.com 

Craig Evens  
Petersburg Vessel Owner's Association craigjevens@gmail.com 

Dan Falvey Alaska Longline Fishermen's Assn. myriadfisheries@gmail.com 

Duncan Fields Ouzinkie Community Holding, Inc. and 
Cape Barnabas, Inc. dfields8925@gmail.com 

Heather Fitch National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration heather.fitch@noaa.gov 

Michael Fowler Sport Fishing Advisory Board - North 
Coast midon@protonmail.ch 

Nicole Frederickson Island Marine Aquatic Working Group nfrederickson.imawg@gmail.com 
Chris German  US Coast Guard chris.l.german@uscg.mil 
Timothy Greene Makah Tribal Council timothy.greene@makah.com 
Jennifer Hagen Quileute Indian Tribe jennifer.hagen@quileutenation.org 
Bruce Hale FAS Seafood Producers bruce@fasseafood.com 

Heather Hall Washington Department of Fish & 
Wildlife heather.hall@dfw.wa.gov 

Kathy Hansen SE AK Fishermen's Alliance woodentoys@ak.net 
Andrea Hattan NOAA Office of General Counsel andrea.hattan@noaa.gov 
Darlene Haugan Archipelago dhaugan@citywest.ca 
Robert Hauknes BC Northern Trollers Association  robert_hauknes@hotmail.com 
Christian Heath Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife christian.t.heath@state.or.us 
Robbie Heggelund Four Seasons Fishing  rheggelund@gmail.com 
Nick Heras Seven Seas Fish Co., Ltd. nheras@7seas.ca 
Leonard Herzog Area 4 Concerned Harvesters herzog.lenny@gmail.com 
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Megan Hintz Port Gamble S'Klallam mhintz@pgst.nsn.us 
Brian Hoffman Hoh Tribe brian.hoffman@hohtribe-nsn.org 
Jim Hubbard Kruzof Fisheries  kruzof1@gmail.com 
Carter Hughes Seafood Producers Cooperative carterhughes@hotmail.com 
William Jasper Makah Fisheries Management william.jasper@makah.com 
Scott Jellison Resurrection Bay Seafoods sjellison@pacificseafood.com 
James Johnson Deep Sea Fishermen’s Union  jj.deepseafishermensunion@gmail.com 
Steve Joner Makah Fisheries Management gofish@olypen.com 
Sam Jones N/A N/A 

Joe Kashevarof Central Bering Sea Fishermen's 
Association joekashevarof@cbsfa.com 

Jeff Kauffman St. Paul Fishing Company 4kx9c6rk9c@privaterelay.appleid.com 
Karl Klapstork N/A karlbuttlove@gmail.com 
Linda Kozak Kozak and Assoc. lindakozak@gmail.com 
Gerald Kristianson Sport Fishing Advisory Board gerrykr@telus.net 
Rob Kronlund Canadian Sablefish Association interfacefisheries@gmail.com 
Adam Lake Alaska State adam.lake@alaska.gov 
Jim Lane Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council jim.lane@nuuchahnulth.org 
Patrick Lane Sea Lanes Inc patrickhlane907@gmail.com 
Frances Leach OBI Seafoods frances@capitolcompass.com 

Phillip Lestenkof Central Bering Sea Fishermen's 
Association plestenkof@cbsfa.com 

Maddie Lightsey Alaska Boats & Permits, Inc. maddie@alaskaboat.com 
Cody Lightsey Alaska Boats and Permits, Inc cody@alaskaboat.com 

Josh Lindsay NOAA National Marine Fisheries 
Service joshua.lindsay@noaa.gov 

Heather Mann Midwater Trawlers Cooperative heathermunromann@gmail.com 
Mary Marking Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers ma5marking@gmail.com 

Tom Marking Recreational Fishing Alliance - 
Northern CA tmmarking@sbcglobal.net 

Jessica Marx N/A jmar907@gmail.com 
Lynn Mattes Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife lynn.mattes@odfw.oregon.gov 
Doug Mavin Pacific Ambition Ent Ltd dmavin@shaw.ca 
Scott Mazzone Quinault Indian Nation smazzone@quinault.org 
Stacey McGee AIS Inc staceym@aisobservers.com 

Carey McGilliard NOAA - Alaska Fisheries Science 
Center carey.mcgilliard@noaa.gov 

Caroline McKnight California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife caroline.mcknight@wildlife.ca.gov 

Dan McNeill Council of the Haida Nation dan.mcneill@haidanation.com 

Myron Melovidov Central Bering Sea Fishermen's 
Association mmelovidov@cbsfa.com 
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Ray Melovidov Central Bering Sea Fishermen's 
Association raymelovidov@cbsfa.com 

Tom Meyer National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration tom.gcak.meyer@noaa.gov 

Alicia Miller NOAA - Alaska Region alicia.m.miller@noaa.gov 
Malcolm Milne North Pacific Fisheries Association milnemarine@yahoo.com 
Mark Nelson Lummi Nation markn@lummi-nsn.gov 

Corey Niles Washington Department of Fish & 
Wildlife corey.niles@dfw.wa.gov 

Per Odegaard Fishing Vessel Owners Association vanseeodegaard@hotmail.com 
Megan O'Neil Petersburg Vessel Owner's Association pvoa@gci.net 
Martin Paish Sport Fishing Advisory Board martinpaish1@gmail.com 
Peggy Parker Halibut Assocation of North America peggyparker616@gmail.com 

Melanie Parker California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife melanie.parker@wildlife.ca.gov 

Dwayne Pecosky Quileute Natural Resources qnr.director@quileutetribe.com 

Alex Perry National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration alex.perry@noaa.gov 
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Association landry.ydfda@gmail.com 

Jedediah Raskie U.S. Coast Guard  jedediah.raskie@gmail.com 
Kevin Romanin Province of BC kevin.romanin@gov.bc.ca 
Brett Roth N/A alaskabrett@yahoo.com 
Jess Rude Cordova District Fishermen United jess@cdfu.org 
Trevor Ruelee Fisheries and Oceans Canada trevor.ruelle@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Christa Rusel A-Tlegay Fisheries Society christarusel@shawcable.com 
Tom Russell Canadian Sablefish Association quatsinostar@gmail.com 

Demian Schane National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration demian.schane@noaa.gov 

Joe Schumacker Quinault Indian Nation, Dept. of 
Fisheries jschumacker@quinault.org 

Mason Smith National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

 
mason.smith@noaa.gov 

Miles Smith Dana F. Besecker Co miles@dfbcompany.com 
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Bryan Smith Archipelago bryans@archipelago.ca 
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Lange Solberg Deckhand Electronic Logbook (Real 
Time Data North America, LLC) langes@teamrtd.com 

Donald Spigelmyre OBI Seafoods don.spigelmyre@obiseafoods.com 

Chris Sporer Pacific Halibut Management 
Association of BC chris.sporer@phma.ca 

Rose Stanley National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration rose.stanley@noaa.gov 

Mike Stassen Dana F. Besecker Co fishboystass@yahoo.com 
Russell Svec Makah Fisheries Management russell.svec@makah.com 
Blake Tipton S.M. Products (B.C.) Ltd blake@halibut.ca 
Troy Tirrell Highmark Fisheries tms@gci.net 
Mike Turner Province of British Columbia michael.r.turner@gov.bc.ca 
Lorna Wargo Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife lorna.Wargo@dfw.wa.gov 

Jessica Watson Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife jessica.l.watson@odfw.oregon.gov 

Sarah Webster Alaska Department of Fish and Game sarah.webster@alaska.gov 
Paul Wilkins Coastal Villages Region Fund paul_w@coastalvillages.org 
John Williams Prince William Sound SCUBA pwsscuba@mac.com 
Setrina Wilson Lummi Tribe setrinaw@lummi-nsn.gov 
Ken Wing Fisherman kenwing101@gmail.com 
Robert Wurm Alaskan Dream rob@alaskanleader.com 

Phillip Wyman Sitka Black Cod and Halibut Marketing 
Association  philwyman@hotmail.com 
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Dr Jason Jannot Fisheries Data Services Branch 

Manager 
jason.jannot@iphc.int 
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Ms Kelsey Magrane Fisheries Data Specialist kelsey.magrane@iphc.int 
Ms Rachel Rillera Setline Survey Specialist rached.rillera@iphc.int 
Ms Lauri Sadorus Communication Coordinator / Research 

Biologist 
lauri.sadorus@iphc.int  

Ms Kimberly Sawyer Van 
Vleck 

Fisheries Data Specialist kimberly.sawyer.vanvleck@iphc.i
nt 

Mr Afshin Taheri Programmer afshin.taheri@iphc.int 
Ms Monica Thom Port Operations Coordinator monica.thom@iphc.int 
Mr Robert Tobin Otolith Technician robert.tobin@iphc.int 
Ms Huyen Tran Fisheries Data Coordinator huyen.tran@iphc.int 
Mr Robert Tynes Information Technology Specialist robert.tynes@iphc.int 
Ms Kayla Ualesi Setline Survey Coordinator kayla.ualesi@iphc.int  
Ms Ola Wietecha Administrative Specialist ola.wietecha@iphc.int 
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APPENDIX II 
AGENDA FOR THE 99TH SESSION OF THE IPHC ANNUAL MEETING (AM099) 

Date: 23-27 January 2023 
Location: Victoria, BC, Canada 

Venue: Fairmont Empress 
Time (PST): 23 Jan: 12:30-17:30;  

24-27 Jan: 09:00-17:00 daily 
Chairperson: Mr Paul Ryall (Canada) 

Vice-Chairperson: Mr Jon Kurland (USA) 
 
 
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION (Chairperson) 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION (Chairperson & 
Executive Director) 

3. IPHC PROCESS 
3.1 Update on actions arising from the 98th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM098), 2022 

Special Sessions, intersessional decisions, and the 98th Session of the IPHC Interim Meeting 
(IM098) (D. Wilson) 

3.2 Report of the IPHC Secretariat (2022) (D. Wilson & B. Hutniczak) 
3.3 2nd IPHC Performance Review (PRIPHC02): Implementation of recommendations (D. Wilson)  
3.4 International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-year program of Integrated Research and 

Monitoring (2022-26) (D. Wilson, J. Planas, I. Stewart, A. Hicks, R. Webster, B. Hutniczak, & 
J. Jannot) 

3.5 Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research Advisory Board (RAB023) (D. Wilson, 
J. Planas) 

3.6 Reports of the IPHC Scientific Review Board (SRB Chairperson) 

4. FISHERY MONITORING 
4.1 Fishery-dependent data overview (2022) (J. Jannot) 
4.2 Fishery-independent data overview (2022) 

4.2.1 IPHC Fishery-Independent Setline Survey (FISS) design and implementation in 2022 
(K. Ualesi) 

5. STOCK STATUS OF PACIFIC HALIBUT (2022) AND HARVEST DECISION TABLE 2023 
5.1 Space-time modelling of survey data (R. Webster) 
5.2 2023-25 FISS design evaluation (R. Webster) 
5.3 Stock Assessment: Data overview and stock assessment (2022), and harvest decision table 

(2023) (I. Stewart, A. Hicks, R. Webster, D. Wilson, & B. Hutniczak) 
5.4 Pacific halibut mortality projections using the IPHC mortality projection tool (2023) (I. Stewart) 

6. BIOLOGICAL AND ECOSYSTEM SCIENCES – PROJECT UPDATES 
6.1 Report on Current and Future Biological and Ecosystem Science Research Activities (J. Planas) 

7. MANAGEMENT STRATEGY EVALUATION 
7.1 Report of the 17th Session of the IPHC Management Strategy Advisory Board (MSAB017) (Co-

Chairpersons) 
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7.2 IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update (A. Hicks) 

8. IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: PROPOSALS FOR THE 2022-23 PROCESS 
8.1 IPHC Secretariat fishery regulation proposals (B. Hutniczak) 
8.2 Contracting Party fishery regulation proposals (Contracting Parties) 
8.3 Stakeholder fishery regulation proposals (Stakeholders) 
8.4 Stakeholder statements (B. Hutniczak) 

9. CONTRACTING PARTY NATIONAL REPORTS 
9.1 Canada (TBA) 
9.2 United States of America (TBA) 

10. REPORT OF THE 99th SESSION OF THE IPHC FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
COMMITTEE (FAC099) (D. Wilson) 

11. REPORT OF THE 93rd SESSION OF THE IPHC CONFERENCE BOARD (CB093) (CB Co-
Chairpersons) 

12. REPORT OF THE 28th SESSION OF THE IPHC PROCESSOR ADVISORY BOARD 
(PAB028) (PAB Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson) 

13. OTHER BUSINESS 
13.1 IPHC meetings calendar (2023-25) (D. Wilson) 
13.2 Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for the next year (D. Wilson) 

14. REVIEW OF THE DRAFT AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 99th SESSION OF 
THE IPHC ANNUAL MEETING (AM099) (Chairperson) 
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APPENDIX III 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS FOR THE 99TH SESSION OF THE IPHC ANNUAL MEETING (AM099) 

Meeting documents Title Availability 

IPHC-2023-AM099-01 Agenda & Schedule for the 99th Session of the IPHC 
Annual Meeting (AM099) 

 19 Oct 2022 
 20 Dec 2022 
 23 Jan 2023 

IPHC-2023-AM099-02 List of Documents for the 99th Session of the IPHC 
Annual Meeting (AM099) 

 19 Oct 2022 
 8 Dec 2022 
 26 Jan 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-03 

Update on actions arising from the 98th Session of the 
IPHC Annual Meeting (AM098), 2022 Special 
Sessions, intersessional decisions, and the 98th 
Session of the IPHC Interim Meeting (IM098) 
(D. Wilson) 

 19 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-04 Report of the IPHC Secretariat (2022) (D. Wilson & 
B. Hutniczak)  20 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-05 
Rev_1 

Implementation of the Recommendations from the 
2nd IPHC Performance Review (PRIPHC02) 
(D. Wilson) 

 8 Dec 2022 
 19 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-06 

International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-Year 
program of integrated research and monitoring 
(2022-26) (D. Wilson, J. Planas, I. Stewart, A. Hicks, 
B. Hutniczak, R. Webster, & J. Jannot) 

 8 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-07 Fisheries data overview (2022) (J. Jannot, H. Tran, T. 
Kong, K. Magrane, & K. Sawyer van Vleck)  19 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-08 
IPHC Fishery-independent setline survey (FISS) 
design and implementation in 2022 (K. Ualesi, 
C. Jones, R. Rillera, & T. Jack) 

 19 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-09 Space-time modelling of survey data (R. Webster)  21 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-10 2023-25 FISS Design evaluation (R. Webster & 
D. Wilson)  20 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-11 

Summary of the data, stock assessment, and harvest 
decision table for Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus 
stenolepis) at the end of 2022 (I. Stewart, A. Hicks, 
R. Webster, D. Wilson) 

 13 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-12 Report on Current and Future Biological and 
Ecosystem Science Research Activities (J. Planas)  12 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-13 
IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation and Harvest 
Strategy Policy: FOR DECISION (A. Hicks, I. 
Stewart & D. Wilson) 

 20 Dec 2022 
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IPHC-2023-AM099-14 IPHC Fishery Regulations: Proposals for the 2022-23 
process (B. Hutniczak)  22 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-15 IPHC 3-year meetings calendar (2023-25) 
(D. Wilson)  20 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-16 Minimum data collection standards for Pacific 
halibut by scientific observer programs (D. Wilson & 
J. Jannot) 

 20 Dec 2022 

Contracting Party National Reports 

IPHC-2023-AM099-NR01 Canada: National Report (Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO))  23 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-NR02 
Rev_1 

United States of America: National Report (NOAA 
Fisheries) 

 21 Dec 2022 
 18 Jan 2023 

IPHC Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC Secretariat Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA1 Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) (IPHC 
Secretariat)  8 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA2 Commercial Fishing Periods (Sect. 9) (IPHC 
Secretariat)  21 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA3 

Fishing Period Limits (Sect 14) & Licensing Vessels 
for IPHC Regulatory Area 2A (Sect. 15) – 
Accommodation of the transition of management in 
the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A (IPHC Secretariat) 

 21 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA4 
Rev_1 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: minor amendments 
(IPHC Secretariat) 

 21 Dec 2022 
 11 Jan 2023 

Contracting Party Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB1 

Recreational (sport) fishing for Pacific halibut—
IPHC Regulatory Areas 2c, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 4e 
(Sect. 29) - Charter Management Measures in IPHC 
Regulatory Areas 2C and 3A (USA: NOAA-
Fisheries) 

 20 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB2 
Rev_1 

Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—
IPHC Regulatory Area 2B – Daily bag limit in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2B (Sect. 28) (Canada: DFO) 

 22 Dec 2022 
  26 Jan 2023 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB3 

Recreational (sport) fishing for Pacific halibut—
IPHC Regulatory Areas 2c, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 4e 
(Sect. 29) – Onboard consumption (USA: NOAA-
Fisheries) 

 20 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropB4 Logs (Sect 20) – Logs requirements (USA: NOAA-
Fisheries)  22 Dec 2022 
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Other Stakeholder Fishery Regulation proposals for 2023 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropC1 

Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—
IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 
4E (Sect. 29) - Processing Pacific halibut for eating 
and preservation (J. Fields) 

 21 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropC2 Mortality and Fishery Limits (Sect. 5) - TCEY floor 
in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A (P. DePoe)  13 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropC3 

Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—
IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 
4E (Sect. 29) - Onboard consumption in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2C (T. Cooper) 

 8 Dec 2022 

Information papers 

IPHC-2023-AM099-INF01 
Rev_2 

Stakeholder Statements on IPHC Fishery Regulations 
or published regulatory proposals (B. Hutniczak) 

 20 Dec 2022 
 20 Jan 2023 
 23 Jan 2023 

IPHC-2023-AM099-INF02 The IPHC mortality projection tool for 2023 
mortality limits (I. Stewart)  20 Jan 2023 

IPHC-2023-AM099-INF03 Transition of management in the IPHC Regulatory 
Area 2A: outreach material (IPHC Secretariat)  13 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-AM099-INF04 Revision of the IPHC length-weight relationship (R. 
Webster & I. Stewart)  20 Jan 2023 

Reports from IPHC subsidiary bodies (2022-23) 

IPHC-2022-SRB020-R Report of the 20th Session of the IPHC Scientific 
Review Board (SRB020)  16 Jun 2022 

IPHC-2022-SRB021-R Report of the 21st Session of the IPHC Scientific 
Review Board (SRB021)  22 Sept 2022 

IPHC-2022-MSAB017-R Report of the 17th Session of the IPHC Management 
Strategy Advisory Board (MSAB017)  20 Oct 2022 

IPHC-2022-RAB023-R Report of the 23rd Session of the IPHC Research 
Advisory Board (RAB023)  28 Nov 2022 

IPHC-2022-IM098-R Report of the 98th Session of the IPHC Interim 
Meeting (IM098)  16 Dec 2022 

IPHC-2023-FAC099-R Report of the 99th Session of the IPHC Finance and 
Administration Committee (FAC099)  25 Jan 2023 

IPHC-2023-PAB028-R Report of the 28th Session of the IPHC Processor 
Advisory Board (PAB028)  26 Jan 2023 

IPHC-2023-CB093-R Report of the 93rd Session of the IPHC Conference 
Board (CB093)  26 Jan 2023 
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APPENDIX IV 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: MORTALITY AND FISHERY LIMITS (SECT. 5) 

IPHC-2023-AM099-PropA1 

5. Mortality and Fishery Limits 
(1) The Commission has adopted the following distributed mortality (TCEY) values: 

IPHC Regulatory Area 

Distributed mortality 
(TCEY) limits (net weight) 

Tonnes (t) 
Million 

Pounds (Mlb) 

Area 2A (California, Oregon, and Washington) 748 1.65 

Area 2B (British Columbia) 3,075 6.78 

Area 2C (southeastern Alaska) 2,654 5.85 

Area 3A (central Gulf of Alaska) 5,479 12.08 

Area 3B (western Gulf of Alaska) 1,665 3.67 

Area 4A (eastern Aleutians) 785 1.73 

Area 4B (central and western Aleutians) 617 1.36 

Areas 4CDE (Bering Sea) 1,746 3.85 

Total 16,769 36.97 

 

(2) The fishery limits resulting from the IPHC-adopted distributed mortality (TCEY) limits and the existing Contracting Party catch sharing 
arrangements are as follows, recognising that each Contracting Party may implement more restrictive limits: 

IPHC Regulatory Area 
Fishery limits (net weight) 
Tonnes (t) Million 

Pounds (Mlb) 
Area 2A (California, Oregon, and Washington) 689 1.52 

Non-tribal directed commercial (south of Pt. Chehalis) 117 257,819* 
Non-tribal incidental catch in salmon troll fishery 21 45,497* 
Non-tribal incidental catch in sablefish fishery (north of Pt. Chehalis) 32 70,000* 
Treaty Indian commercial 228 502,500* 
Treaty Indian ceremonial and subsistence (year-round) 13 29,500* 
Recreational – Washington 128 281,728* 
Recreational – Oregon 133 293,436* 
Recreational – California 18 39,520*  

   
Area 2B (British Columbia) (combined commercial and recreational) 2,685 5.92 

Commercial fishery 2,282 5.03 
Recreational fishery 404 0.89 

   
Area 2C (southeastern Alaska) (combined commercial and guided 
recreational) 1,978 4.36 
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Commercial fishery (includes 3.41 landings and 0.15 Mlb discard 
mortality) 1,615 3.56 

Guided recreational fishery (includes landings and discard mortality) 363 0.80 
   
Area 3A (central Gulf of Alaska) (combined commercial and guided 
recreational) 4,677 10.31 

Commercial fishery (includes 7.84 Mlb landings and 0.58 Mlb discard 
mortality) 3,819 8.42 

Guided recreational fishery (includes landings and discard mortality) 857 1.89 
   
Area 3B (western Gulf of Alaska) 1,402 3.09 
   
Area 4A (eastern Aleutians) 640 1.41 
   
Area 4B (central and western Aleutians) 553 1.22 
   
Areas 4CDE (Bering Sea) 916 2.02 

Area 4C (Pribilof Islands) 408 0.90 
Area 4D (northwestern Bering Sea) 408 0.90 
Area 4E (Bering Sea flats) 100 0.22 
   

Total 13,535 29.84 
* Allocations resulting from the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A Catch Share Plan are listed in pounds. 
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APPENDIX V 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: COMMERCIAL FISHING PERIODS (SECT. 9) 

IPHC-2022-AM098-PropA2 

9. Commercial Fishing Periods 
(1) The fishing periods for each IPHC Regulatory Area apply where the fishery limits specified in section 5 have not been taken. 

(2) Unless the Commission specifies otherwise, commercial fishing for Pacific halibut in all IPHC Regulatory Areas may begin no earlier 
in the year than 1200 local time on 10 March. 

(3) All commercial fishing for Pacific halibut in all IPHC Regulatory Areas shall cease for the year at 1200 local time on 7 December. 

(4) The first fishing period in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A non-tribal directed commercial fishery2 shall begin at 0800 on the fourth 
Tuesday in June and terminate at 1800 local time on the subsequent Thursday, unless the Commission specifies otherwise.  If the 
Commission determines that the fishery limit specified for IPHC Regulatory Area 2A in Section 5 has not been exceeded, it may 
announce a second fishing period of up to three fishing days to begin on Tuesday two weeks after the first period, and, if necessary, a 
third fishing period of up to three fishing days to begin on Tuesday four weeks after the first period. 

(4) Regulations pertaining to the non-tribal directed commercial fishing2 periods in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A will be promulgated by 
NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register. This fishery will occur between the dates and times listed in paragraphs (2) and 
(3) of this Section. 

(5) Notwithstanding paragraph (4) of this Section, and paragraph (6) of section 12, an incidental catch fishery3 is authorized during the 
sablefish seasons in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A in accordance with regulations promulgated by NOAA Fisheries. This fishery will occur 
between the dates and times listed in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this section.   

(6) Notwithstanding paragraph (4) of this Section, and paragraph (6) of section 12, an incidental catch fishery is authorized during salmon 
troll seasons in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A in accordance with regulations promulgated by NOAA Fisheries. This fishery will occur 
between the dates and times listed in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this section.   
2 The non-tribal directed fishery is restricted to waters that are south of Point Chehalis, Washington, (46°53.30´ N. latitude) under regulations promulgated 
by NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register.  
3 The incidental fishery during the directed, fixed gear sablefish season is restricted to waters that are north of Point Chehalis, Washington, (46°53.30´ 
N. latitude) under regulations promulgated by NOAA Fisheries at 50 CFR 300.63. Landing restrictions for Pacific halibut retention in the fixed gear 
sablefish fishery can be found at 50 CFR 660.231. 
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APPENDIX VI 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: FISHING PERIOD LIMITS (SECT. 14) & LICENSING VESSELS 
FOR IPHC REGULATORY AREA 2A (SECT. 15) – ACCOMMODATION OF THE TRANSITION OF 

MANAGEMENT IN THE IPHC REGULATORY AREA 2A 
IPHC-2022-AM098-PropA3 

3. Definitions 
(1) In these Regulations, […] 

(k) “license” means a Pacific halibut fishing license issued by the Commission pursuant to Section 15; 
(k) “permit” means a Pacific halibut fishing license issued by NOAA Fisheries; 

12. Application of Commercial Fishery Limits 
(1) Notwithstanding the fishery limits described in Section 5, regulations pertaining to the division of the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A fishery 

limit between the directed commercial fishery and the incidental catch fishery as described in paragraphs (5) and (6) of Section 9 will be 
promulgated by NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register. 

(2) The Commission shall determine and announce to the public the date on which the fishery limit for IPHC Regulatory Area 2A will be taken. 
(2) Notwithstanding the fishery limits described in Section 5, the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A non-tribal directed commercial fishery will close 

when NOAA Fisheries determines and announces in the Federal Register that the fishery limit has been or is projected to be reached, or on 
the date when fishing must cease as specified in Section 9, whichever is earlier. 

(3) Notwithstanding the fishery limits described in Section 5, the commercial fishing in IPHC Regulatory Area 2B will close only when all 
Individual Vessel Quotas (IVQ) and Individual Transferable Quotas (ITQ) assigned by DFO are taken, or on the date when fishing must 
cease as specified in Section 9, whichever is earlier. 

(4) Notwithstanding the fishery limits described in Section 5, IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, and 4E will each close only 
when all Individual Fishing Quotas (IFQ) and all CDQ issued by NOAA Fisheries have been taken, or on the date when fishing must cease 
as specified in Section 9, whichever is earlier. 

(5) If the Commission determines that the fishery limit specified for IPHC Regulatory Area 2A in Section 5 would be exceeded in an additional 
directed commercial fishing period as specified in paragraph (4) of Section 9, the fishery limit for that area shall be considered to have been 
taken and the directed commercial fishery closed as announced by the Commission. 

(6) When under paragraphs (1), (2), and (5) the Commission has announced a date on which the fishery limit for IPHC Regulatory Area 2A will 
be taken, no person shall fish for Pacific halibut in that area after that date for the rest of the year, unless the Commission has announced the 
reopening of that area for Pacific halibut fishing. 

14. Fishing Period Limits in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A 
(1) No person shall fish for Pacific halibut from a vessel, nor land or retain Pacific halibut on board a vessel, used for commercial fishing in 

IPHC Regulatory Area 2A, unless issued a permit valid for fishing in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A by NOAA Fisheries according to 50 CFR 
300 Subpart E. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any vessel to retain more Pacific halibut than authorized by that vessel’s license permit in any fishing period for 
which the Commission has announced a fishing period limit is announced by NOAA Fisheries in the Federal Register. 

(3) The operator of any vessel that fishes for Pacific halibut during a fishing period when fishing period limits are in effect must, upon 
commencing an offload of Pacific halibut to a commercial fish processor, completely offload all Pacific halibut on board said vessel to that 
processor and ensure that all Pacific halibut is weighed and reported on State fish tickets.  

(4) The operator of any vessel that fishes for Pacific halibut during a fishing period when fishing period limits are in effect must, upon 
commencing an offload of Pacific halibut other than to a commercial fish processor, completely offload all Pacific halibut on board said 
vessel and ensure that all Pacific halibut are weighed and reported on State fish tickets. 

(5) The provisions of paragraph (3) are not intended to prevent retail over-the-side sales to individual purchasers so long as all the Pacific halibut 
on board is ultimately offloaded and reported. 

(5) When fishing period limits are in effect, a vessel’s maximum retainable catch will be determined by the Commission based on: 
(a) the vessel’s overall length in feet and associated length class; 

(b) the average performance of all vessels within that class; and 

(c) the remaining fishery limit. 
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(6)  Length classes are shown in the following table: 

Overall Length (in feet) Vessel Class 

 1-25  A 

 26-30  B 

 31-35  C 

 36-40  D 

 41-45  E 

 46-50  F 

 51-55  G 

 56+  H 

(6) Fishing period limits in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A will be promulgated by NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register and apply 
only to the non-tribal directed commercial Pacific halibut fishery referred to in paragraph (4) of Section 9. 

15. Licensing Vessels for IPHC Regulatory Area 2A 
(1)  No person shall fish for Pacific halibut from a vessel, nor possess Pacific halibut on board a vessel, used either for commercial fishing or as 

a charter vessel in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A, unless the Commission has issued a license valid for fishing in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A in 
respect of that vessel. 

(2) A license issued for a vessel operating in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A shall be valid only for operating either as a charter vessel or a commercial 
vessel, but not both. 

(3) A vessel with a valid IPHC Regulatory Area 2A commercial license cannot be used to recreationally (sport) fish for Pacific halibut in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2A. 

(4) A license issued for a vessel operating in the commercial fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A shall be valid for one of the following: 
(a) the directed commercial fishery during the fishing periods specified in paragraph (4) of Section 9; 

(b) the incidental catch fishery during the sablefish fishery specified in paragraph (5) of Section 9; or 

(c) the incidental catch fishery during the salmon troll fishery specified in paragraph (6) of Section 9. 

(5) A vessel with a valid license for the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A incidental catch fishery during the sablefish fishery described in paragraph 
(4)(b) may also apply for or be issued a license for the directed commercial fishery described in paragraph (4)(a). 

(6)  A license issued in respect to a vessel referred to in paragraph (1) of this Section must be carried on board that vessel at all times and the 
vessel operator shall permit its inspection by any authorized officer. 

(7) The Commission shall issue a license in respect to a vessel from its office in Seattle, Washington, upon receipt of a completed “Application 
for Vessel License for the Pacific Halibut Fishery” form. 

(8)  A vessel operating in the directed commercial fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A must have submitted its “Application for Vessel License 
for the Pacific Halibut Fishery” form no later than 2359 local time on 30 April, or the first weekday in May if 30 April is a Saturday or 
Sunday. 

(9)  A vessel operating in the incidental catch fishery during the sablefish fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A must have submitted its 
“Application for Vessel License for the Pacific Halibut Fishery” form no later than 2359 local time on 29 May, or the next weekday in May 
if 29 May is a Saturday or Sunday. 

(10) A vessel operating in the incidental catch fishery during the salmon troll fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A must have submitted its 
“Application for Vessel License for the Pacific Halibut Fishery” form no later than 2359 local time on 15 March, or the next weekday in 
March if 15 March is a Saturday or Sunday. 

(11)  Applications are submitted on the IPHC Secretariat webpage. 
(12)  Information on the “Application for Vessel License for the Pacific Halibut Fishery” form must be accurate. 
(13) The “Application for Vessel License for the Pacific Halibut Fishery” form shall be completed by the vessel owner. 
(14)  Licenses issued under this Section shall be valid only during the year in which they are issued. 
(15) A new license is required for a vessel that is sold, transferred, renamed, or for which the documentation is changed. 
(16) The license required under this Section is in addition to any license, however designated, that is required under the laws of the United States 

of America or any of its States. 
(17)  The United States of America may suspend, revoke, or modify any license issued under this Section under policies and procedures in U.S. 

Code Title 15, CFR Part 904. 
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21. Receipt and Possession of Pacific Halibut 
(1) No person shall receive Pacific halibut caught in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A from a United States of America vessel that does not have on 

board the license permit required by Section 1514(1) [as amended]. 

23. Fishing by United States Indian Tribes 
(1) Pacific halibut fishing in IPHC Regulatory Area Subarea 2A-1 by members of United States treaty Indian tribes located in the State of 

Washington shall be regulated under regulations promulgated by NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register: 
(a) Subarea 2A-1 includes the usual and accustomed fishing areas for Pacific Coast treaty tribes off the coast of Washington and all inland 

marine waters of Washington north of Point Chehalis (46°53.30′ N. lat.), including Puget Sound. Boundaries of a tribe’s fishing area 
may be revised as ordered by a United States Federal court; 

(b) Section 15 (Licensing Vessels for IPHC Regulatory Area 2A) 14(1) [as amended] does not apply to commercial fishing for Pacific 
halibut in Subarea 2A-1 by Indian tribes; and 

(c) ceremonial and subsistence fishing for Pacific halibut in Subarea 2A-1 is permitted with hook and line gear from 1 January through 
31 December.  

 

27. Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC Regulatory Area 2A 
[…] 
(3) No person shall fish for Pacific halibut from a vessel, nor land or retain Pacific halibut on board a vessel, used as a charter vessel in IPHC 

Regulatory Area 2A, unless issued a permit valid for fishing in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A by NOAA Fisheries according to 50 CFR 300 
Subpart E. 
 

Minor edits throughout for consistency in Sections numbering. 
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APPENDIX VII 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: MINOR AMENDMENTS (VARIOUS SECTIONS) 

IPHC-2022-AM098-PropA4 Rev_1 

1. Section 3, Definitions would include a definition of the total constant exploitation yield (TCEY). 
3. Definitions 

(1) In these Regulations, […] 
(u) “total constant exploitation yield (TCEY)” means the mortality comprised of Pacific halibut from directed fisheries and that from non-

directed fisheries greater than 26 inches (66 cm) in length; 

2. Consistent use of the definition “authorized representative of the Commission”. 
19. Logs 

(7) The log referred to in paragraph (5) shall be: […] 
(f) submitted to the Commission within seven days of the final offload if not previously collected by a Commission employeean authorized 

representative of the Commission. 

3. Consistent use of “non-tribal directed commercial fishery”. 
9. Commercial Fishing Periods 

(4) Regulations pertaining to the non-tribal directed commercial fishing2 periods in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A will be promulgated by 
NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register. This fishery will occur between the dates and times listed in paragraphs (2) and (3) 
of this Section. 

2 The non-tribal directed commercial fishery is restricted to waters that are south of Point Chehalis, Washington, (46°53.30´ N. latitude) under regulations 
promulgated by NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register. 

12. Application of Commercial Fishery Limits 
(1) Notwithstanding the fishery limits described in Section 5, regulations pertaining to the division of the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A fishery 

limit between the non-tribal directed commercial fishery and the incidental catch fishery as described in paragraphs (5) and (6) of Section 9 
will be promulgated by NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register. 

17. Fishing Gear 
(7) No person on board a vessel used to fish for any species of fish anywhere in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A during the 72-hour period immediately 

before the fishing period for the non-tribal directed commercial fishery shall catch or possess Pacific halibut anywhere in those waters during 
that Pacific halibut fishing period unless, prior to the start of the Pacific halibut fishing period, the vessel has removed its gear from the water 
and has either: 
(a) made a landing and completely offloaded its catch of other fish; or 

(b) submitted to a hold inspection by an authorized officer. 

(8) No vessel used to fish for any species of fish anywhere in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A during the 72-hour period immediately before the 
fishing period for the non-tribal directed commercial fishery may be used to catch or possess Pacific halibut anywhere in those waters during 
that Pacific halibut fishing period unless, prior to the start of the Pacific halibut fishing period, the vessel has removed its gear from the water 
and has either: 
(a) made a landing and completely offloaded its catch of other fish; or 

(b) submitted to a hold inspection by an authorized officer. 

4. Minor edits throughout for stylistic consistency among Sections. 
5. Unambiguous use of the term “permit”. 

21. Receipt and Possession of Pacific Halibut 
(13) No person shall tag Pacific halibut unless the tagging is authorized by IPHC permit or by a Federal or State agency.  
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APPENDIX VIII 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: RECREATIONAL (SPORT) FISHING FOR PACIFIC HALIBUT—

IPHC REGULATORY AREAS 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (SECT. 29) – CHARTER 
MANAGEMENT MEASURES IN IPHC REGULATORY AREAS 2C AND 3A 

IPHC-2022-AM098-PropB1 

29. Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E 
[…] 
(2) For guided recreational (sport) fishing (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) in IPHC Regulatory Area 2C: 

(a) no person on board a charter vessel (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) shall catch and retain more than one Pacific halibut per calendar 
day. 

(b) no person on board a charter vessel (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) shall catch and retain any Pacific halibut that with head on is 
greater than 40 inches (101.6 cm) and less than 80 inches (203.2 cm) as measured in a straight line, passing over the pectoral fin from 
the tip of the lower jaw with mouth closed, to the extreme end of the middle of the tail, and 

(c) no person on board a charter vessel may catch and retain Pacific halibut in 2023 on any Monday from July 24 – December 31. 

(c) no person on board a charter vessel may catch and retain Pacific halibut on the following Mondays: [a list of dates of 2023 Mondays 
would follow] 

(d) charter vessel anglers may catch and retain no more than three Pacific halibut per calendar year on board charter vessels in IPHC 
Regulatory Area 2C. Pacific halibut that are retained as GAF, retained while on a charter vessel fishing trip in other Commission 
regulatory areas, or retained while fishing without the services of a guide do not accrue toward the three-fish annual limit for Regulatory 
Area 2C. 

(3) For guided recreational (sport) fishing (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) in IPHC Regulatory Area 3A: 
(a) no person on board a charter vessel (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) shall catch and retain more than two Pacific halibut per calendar 

day; 

(b) at least one of the retained Pacific halibut must have a head-on length of no more than 28 inches (71.1 cm) as measured in a straight 
line, passing over the pectoral fin from the tip of the lower jaw with mouth closed, to the extreme end of the middle of the tail. If a 
person sport fishing on a charter vessel in IPHC Regulatory Area 3A retains only one Pacific halibut in a calendar day, that Pacific 
halibut may be of any length;  

(c)  a “charter halibut permit” (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.67) may only be used for one charter vessel fishing trip in which Pacific 
halibut are caught and retained per calendar day. A charter vessel fishing trip is defined at 50 CFR 300.61 as the time period between 
the first deployment of fishing gear into the water by a charter vessel angler (as defined at 50 CFR 300.61) and the offloading of one 
or more charter vessel anglers or any Pacific halibut from that vessel. For purposes of this trip limit, a charter vessel fishing trip ends 
at 2359 (Alaska local time) on the same calendar day that the fishing trip began, or when any anglers or Pacific halibut are offloaded, 
whichever comes first; 

(d) a charter vessel on which one or more anglers catch and retain Pacific halibut may only make one charter vessel fishing trip per 
calendar day. A charter vessel fishing trip is defined at 50 CFR 300.61 as the time period between the first deployment of fishing gear 
into the water by a charter vessel angler (as defined at 50 CFR 300.61) and the offloading of one or more charter vessel anglers or any 
Pacific halibut from that vessel. For purposes of this trip limit, a charter vessel fishing trip ends at 2359 (Alaska local time) on the 
same calendar day that the fishing trip began, or when any anglers or Pacific halibut are offloaded, whichever comes first; and 

(e) no person on board a charter vessel may catch and retain Pacific halibut in 2023 on any Wednesday, or on the following Tuesdays: 
June 20, June 27, July 4, July 11, July 18, July 25, August 1, August 8, August 15on any Wednesday, or on the following Tuesdays in 
2023: July 25 and August 1. 
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APPENDIX IX 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: RECREATIONAL (SPORT) FISHING FOR PACIFIC HALIBUT - 
IPHC REGULATORY AREA 2B (SECT. 28) - DAILY BAG LIMIT IN IPHC REGULATORY AREA 

2B 
IPHC-2022-AM098-PropB2 Rev_1 

28. Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC Regulatory Area 2B 
(1) In all waters off British Columbia:6, 7 

(a) the recreational (sport) fishing season will open on 1 February unless more restrictive regulations are in place; 

(b) the recreational (sport) fishing season will close when the recreational (sport) fishery limit allocated by DFO is taken, or 31 December, 
whichever is earlier; and 

(c) the daily bag limit is two (2) Pacific halibut of any size per day, per person, and may be increased to a daily bag limit of three (3) 
Pacific halibut per day, per person on or after 1 August. This provision shall remain in effect through 2025, unless extended by a vote 
of the Commission. 

(2) In British Columbia, no person shall fillet, mutilate, or otherwise disfigure a Pacific halibut in any manner that prevents the determination 
of minimum size or the number of fish caught, possessed, or landed. 

(3) The possession limit for Pacific halibut in the waters off the coast of British Columbia is three Pacific halibut.6, 7 
6 DFO could implement more restrictive regulations for the recreational (sport) fishery, therefore anglers are advised to check the current Federal or Provincial 
regulations prior to fishing.  
7 For regulations on the experimental recreational fishery implemented by DFO check the current Federal or Provincial regulations.  
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APPENDIX X 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: RECREATIONAL (SPORT) FISHING FOR PACIFIC HALIBUT—

IPHC REGULATORY AREAS 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E (SECT. 29) – ONBOARD 
CONSUMPTION 

IPHC-2022-AM098-PropB3 

29. Recreational (Sport) Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E 
(1) In Convention waters in and off Alaska: […] 

(d)  no person shall possess on board a vessel, including charter vessels and pleasure craft used for fishing, Pacific halibut that have been 
filleted, mutilated, or otherwise disfigured in any manner, except each Pacific halibut may be cut into no more than 2 ventral pieces, 
2 dorsal pieces, and 2 cheek pieces, with a patch of skin on each piece, naturally attached. Either one dorsal piece or one ventral piece 
from one Pacific halibut on board may be consumed; 
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APPENDIX XI 
IPHC FISHERY REGULATIONS: LOGS (SECT. 20) – LOGS REQUIREMENTS 

IPHC-2022-AM098-PropB4 

20. Logs 
(1) The operator of any U.S. vessel fishing for Pacific halibut that has an overall length of 26 feet (7.9 meters) or greater shall maintain an 

accurate log of Pacific halibut fishing operations. The operator of a vessel fishing in waters in and off Alaska must use one of the following 
logbooks: the Groundfish/IFQ Longline and Pot Gear Daily Fishing Logbook, in electronic or paper form, provided by NOAA Fisheries; 
the Alaska hook-and-line logbook provided by Petersburg Vessel Owners Association or Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association; the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) longline-pot logbook; or the logbook provided by IPHC. The operator of a vessel fishing in 
IPHC Regulatory Area 2A must use either the WDFW Voluntary Sablefish Logbook, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) 
Fixed Gear Logbook, Pacific Coast Groundfish non-trawl logbook provided by NOAA Fisheries, or the logbook provided by IPHC. 
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APPENDIX XII 
FY2023 BUDGET: REVISED AND ADOPTED 

 (1 Oct. 2022 to 30 Sept. 2023) 
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APPENDIX XIII 
FY2024 TENTATIVE BUDGET (PROPOSED) 

 (1 Oct. 2023 to 30 Sept. 2024) 
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APPENDIX XIV 
FY2025 INDICATIVE BUDGET 

 (1 Oct. 2024 to 30 Sept. 2025) 
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APPENDIX XV 
FY2026 INDICATIVE BUDGET 

 (1 Oct. 2025 to 30 Sept. 2026) 
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APPENDIX XVI 
CONSOLIDATED SET OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS OF THE 99TH SESSION OF THE 

IPHC ANNUAL MEETING (AM099) (23-27 JANUARY 2023) 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

International Pacific Halibut Commission 5-year program of Integrated Research and Monitoring (2022-
26) 
AM099–Rec.01  (para. 12) The Commission RECOMMENDED that the Secretariat annually present 

potential changes to the Plan at the IPHC Interim Meeting. The Commission would then 
have the opportunity to provide any redirection based on Commission priorities and 
available funding. To assist in making that assessment, the Secretariat will be preparing 
a progress report annually. 

IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update 
AM099–Rec.02  (para. 76) The Commission RECOMMENDED that for the purpose of a 

comprehensive and intelligible Harvest Strategy Policy (HSP), four coastwide 
objectives should be documented within the HSP, in priority order: 
a) Maintain the long-term coastwide female spawning stock biomass above a biomass 

limit reference point (B20%) at least 95% of the time. 
b) Maintain the long-term coastwide female spawning stock biomass at or above a 

biomass reference point (B36%) 50% or more of the time. 
c) Optimise average coastwide TCEY. 
d) Limit annual changes in the coastwide TCEY. 

AM099–Rec.03 (para. 84) The Commission AGREED sufficient analysis has been completed and 
RECOMMENDED not to change the current 32 inch size limit. 

IPHC Fishery Regulations: Logs (Sect. 20) – Logs requirements 
AM099–Rec.04  (para. 104) The Commission RECOMMENDED that the IPHC work with NOAA 

Fisheries on data sharing arrangement to retrieve Pacific halibut data submitted via 
Pacific Coast Groundfish non-trawl logbook. 

IPHC meetings calendar (2023-25) 
AM099–Rec.05  (para. 137) The Commission RECOMMENDED that the 13th Special Session of the 

Commission be held electronically in mid-April 2023 to review and adopt an FY2024 
budget. 

 
REQUESTS 

2023-25 FISS design evaluation  
AM099–Req.01  (para. 35) The Commission REQUESTED a desktop review to determine if reducing 

bait size on the FISS would substantially reduce costs, while not reducing catch rates 
and associated fish sale revenue to any large degree. 

AM099–Req.02  (para. 44) The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat provide a breakdown of 
costs associated with the FISS over the last three (3) years and what is projected for the 
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2023 FISS, and for this to be presented at the 13th Special Session of the Commission 
(SS013). 

Pacific halibut mortality projections using the IPHC mortality projection tool (2023) 
AM099–Req.03  (para. 61) The Commission REQUESTED a table be prepared annually that details the 

historical TCEY decisions, that is currently published on the IPHC website 
[https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-017.xlsx] 

Report on current and future biological and ecosystem science research activities 
AM099–Req.04  (para. 66) The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat provide a summary of 

the proposed and ongoing research projects at the Secretariat, including status updates, 
suggestions for potential priority setting by the Commission, links to the IPHC’s 
mandate and how the research will inform decision-making, guidance on types of 
research  that should be considered for internal funding versus types of research that 
would be contingent on the availability of external funding or partnerships, among other 
criteria that may be requested by the Commission. 

AM099–Req.05  (para. 67) The Commission REQUESTED that the Secretariat highlight the elements 
of its 5YRPIRM (the Plan) that will inform its understanding of the impacts of climate 
change on Pacific halibut in its annual presentations of the research Plan to the 
Commission.  

IPHC Management Strategy Evaluation: update 
AM099–Req.06  (para. 88) NOTING paragraph 60 from the 21st Session of the SRB (SRB021), the 

Commission REQUESTED the Secretariat develop a description of options to 
responding to exceptional circumstances that would trigger a stock assessment in non-
assessment years and additional MSE analyses. 
IPHC-2022-SRB021-R, para 60: The SRB RECOMMENDED that Exceptional 
Circumstances be defined to determine whether monitoring information has 
potentially departed from their expected distributions generated by the MSE. 
Declaration of Exceptional Circumstances may warrant re-opening and revising 
the operating models and testing procedures used to justify a particular 
management procedure. 

IPHC Rules of Procedure (2022) 
AM099–Req.07  (para. 132) The Commission ADOPTED the IPHC Rules of Procedure (2023), as 

provided in IPHC-2023-FAC098-09, and REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat 
finalise and publish them accordingly, with the following amendments: 
a) Amend para. 14b-e of the PAB TOR’s to read as follows: 

b) Proxies are allowed from accredited members from the PAB; 
c) Only one proxy per attending member; 
d) Proxies will be submitted to the IPHC Secretariat prior to the PAB meeting in 

written or electronic form; 
e) A general proxy will authorize a designated PAB member to vote on any or all 

topics brought before the PAB on behalf of a PAB member who cannot attend. 
A specific proxy will authorize a PAB member to vote on specifically named 
topics (listed on the proxy itself) on behalf of the PAB member who can not 
attend.  

https://www.iphc.int/uploads/data/time-series-datasets/excel/iphc-2023-tsd-017.xlsx
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/srb/srb021/iphc-2022-srb021-r.pdf
https://www.iphc.int/uploads/pdf/fac/fac099/iphc-2023-fac099-09.pdf
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AM099–Req.08  (para. 133) The Commission REQUESTED that a working group involving interested 
PAB members, convened by the IPHC Secretariat, be formed to determine if additional 
edits to the PAB Rules of Procedure are necessary on topics including but not limited 
to membership eligibility. Any further amendments are to be provided to the 
Commission within three (3) months. 

Review of the draft and adoption of the report of the 99th Session of the IPHC Annual Meeting (AM099) 
AM099–Req.09  (para. 144) The Commission REQUESTED that the IPHC Secretariat finalise and 

publish the IPHC Pacific Halibut Fishery Regulations (2023) as soon as possible, 
NOTING that only minor editorial and formatting changes are permitted beyond the 
decisions made by the Commission at the AM099. 
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