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A80 Bycatch Reduction EFP 

PREPARED BY: IPHC STAFF AND ALASKA SEAFOOD COOPERATIVE (S. KEITH; 6 JANUARY 2017) 

Under an experimental fishing permit (EFP) issued by the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service, the 
Alaska Seafood Cooperative (ASC), an “Amendment 80” (A80) fishing cooperative, has been 
experimenting with deck sorting methods in an effort to reduce Pacific halibut bycatch among its trawl 
vessels.  The object of deck sorting is to reduce Pacific halibut bycatch mortality by returning the 
bycaught fish to the sea more quickly than when the trawl catch is sorted below decks, which is the 
currently mandated standard procedure. 
A copy of the slide presentation prepared for the IPHC 2017 Annual Meeting by John Gauvin of ASC is 
provided in Appendix A. 
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APPENDIX A 
Deck Sorting EFP Presentation 
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