
 

IPHC-2019-AM095-AR12 

Page 1 of 1 

North Pacific Fishery Management Council Report to the IPHC 

 

DATE: 21 DECEMBER 2018 

CONTRACTING PARTY: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

AGENCY:   

North Pacific Fishery Management Council 

David Witherell 
Executive Director 
david.witherell@noaa.gov 

FISHERY SECTORS  

ALL 

IPHC REGULATORY AREAS 

IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C, 3, and 4 (USA: Alaska) 

 

DISCUSSION 

Appendix I presents recent actions by the North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(NPFMC) related to Pacific halibut fisheries, including recreational charter management 
measures recommended by the NPFMC for adoption by the Commission in the IPHC Pacific 
Halibut Fishery Regulations. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Commission: 

1) NOTE paper IPHC-2019-AM095-AR12, which details the recent actions by the NPFMC 
related to Pacific halibut fisheries; 

2) NOTE the recreational charter management measures described for IPHC Regulatory 
Areas 2C and 3A. 

APPENDICES 

Appendix I: Recent Council Actions Related to Halibut Fisheries; A report to the International 
Pacific Halibut Commission, January 2019 
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Recent Council Actions Related to Halibut Fisheries 
A report to the International Pacific Halibut Commission, January 2019

David Witherell, Executive Director
North Pacific Fishery Management Council



Recommended Pacific Halibut Charter 
Measures for 2019, Area 2C

• One fish per day with a reverse slot limit U38 -O80 (must be <
38” or > 80”)

• If the allocation is above or below 0.81 million pounds, adjust 
lower slot limit size up or down to keep within projected 
harvest within the allocation. 

Note: The projected overage is 23,000 lbs. However, fishing effort is likely to be 
lower due to fewer advanced bookings and further restriction on king salmon.



Recommended Pacific Halibut Charter Measures 
for 2019, Area 3A

• Adjust Tuesday retention 
closures according to 
ADFG Table 15 to bring 
projected harvest within 
allocation.

• If the allocation is above 
2.023 million pounds, 
adjust the size of the 
second fish, up to a 
maximum of 30” to keep 
harvest within the 
allocation.

Two-fish daily bag limit, including one fish of any size and 28” maximum 
size on one fish. Four-fish annual limit, one trip per Charter Halibut Permit 
per day, Wednesdays closed all year.



Other Charter Fishery Actions

Unguided Rental Boats

• Council initiated an analysis 
to require registration of 
non-guided rental vessels, 
and would apply the charter 
bag/size limits to 
recreational anglers on 
rental boats.

Mixing of Guided/Unguided 
Halibut

• Council took final action to 
limit simultaneous possession 
of guided and unguided fish 
on a vessel. Guided 
regulations on size, bag, 
possession limits apply to all. 

CHP Renewals

• Council took final action to 
require annual application 
process for charter permit 
renewal. 



Commercial Fishery Actions

Halibut Retention in Pot Gear

• Council took final action to 
allow retention of halibut in 
single or longline pots in the 
BSAI. Allows for a directed 
IFQ and CDQ halibut fishery 
with pot gear.

IFQ CQE Fish Up in 3A

• Council initiated an analysis 
to allow CQE communities to 
fish D class quota on C class 
vessels after Aug 15 or Sept 1. 

IFQ Medical and Beneficiary 
Transfers

• Council scheduled to take 
final action in February to 
limit medical transfers and 
change beneficiary 
provisions. 



BSAI Abundance-Based PSC Limits
October motion: https://tinyurl.com/HalibutABM-1018

Alternative 1: No action (3,515 mt; sector apportionments)
Alternative 2: Single index used to set trawl and/or non-trawl halibut 
PSC limit. 

• Option 1: NMFS EBS bottom trawl survey index.
• Option 2: IPHC Area 4 setline survey index.

Alternative 3: Primary and secondary indices are used to set trawl 
and/or non-trawl PSC limit. 

• Option 1: Primary index is EBS trawl survey, secondary index is 
Area 4 setline survey.

• Option 2: Primary index is Area 4 setline survey, secondary 
index is EBS trawl survey.

Alternative 4: Use two indices (EBS trawl survey and Area 4 setline 
survey) to set the non-trawl PSC limit in the form of a look-up table.

A range of elements and options exist for each alternative.
A Stakeholder Committee will recommend specific alternative/ 

element/ option combinations for analysis to understand impacts.

https://tinyurl.com/HalibutABM-1018


Response to IPHC Requests

Deck sorting and halibut avoidance
• Coordinated with BSAI trawl 

fishing industry representatives 
to facilitate a report on deck 
sorting and the efforts of the 
fleet to avoid halibut.

Observer program coverage
• Coordinated with NMFS to 

provide a status report on 
the observer program and 
coverage rates at the 
annual meeting.
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